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Coronavirus

The latest rules and regulations could be here for a while, the sooner we adhere to the rules the

sooner we will be rid of the virus and get back to some kind of normality.

Drop & Go - Prices are as good as we have seen them for a long time, with a national

shortage of sheep and cattle. So leave your stock with us, if you are concerned about sale

price, please put a reserve on your stock and leave the rest to us.

Buyers - If you are buying, face coverings must be worn by all who are on our site in the

indoor sale rings. Everyone must wear a face covering, apart from those exempt with ill

health issues that have a valid card, or staff that for health and safety reasons do not have

to wear a covering.

Track & Trace - everyone entering the market must complete the track and trace forms or

scan the NHS QR codes.

Social Distance - Please ensure that you keep your distance from people in the market. At

least one metre, two is always better.

Hand Washing - Please use our facilities to wash or sanitise your hands regularly. The

virus can stay on surfaces such as metal rails, door handles etc for up to 72 hours.

LAA - A word from the Livestock Auctioneers Association.

Chris Dodds Executive Secretary has been very busy having lengthy discussions with the UK

Government who have finally returned with a position on the following sale types in England during

the Lockdown.

On farm livestock sales – A sale of livestock conducted on behalf of one vendor on farm may

take place during Lockdown.

Sale of Fodder – Please see below Defra’s response to my question:

“In respect of your further query re auctions of silage, hay, animal feed etc. advice we have

received is that it would be preferable for these sales to be held online if possible, but there is an

exemption which allows for “Agricultural supplies shops” to remain open”.
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The LAA recommends that members take Defra’s advice and conduct such sales through the use

of Timed Auctions, or similar, during this lockdown.

LAA Members are reminded of:

1. Attendance at markets MUST be restricted to those conducting business and only 1

representative per business should be allowed to enter the site

2. Members are asked to re-introduce a “Drop and Go” policy where possible – The Government

is encouraging businesses to continue, but where possible a Drop and Go policy should be

implemented.

3. Market sales should be restricted to the sale of livestock – sales of machinery, poultry, fur &

feather, furniture etc, etc should be postponed, or cancelled.

4. All on farm sales of machinery and/or non livestock goods should be postponed, or cancelled.

5. Members must ensure strict Social Distancing. Members are reminded that the wearing of

face coverings is NOT a substitute for the need to maintain Social Distancing at all times.

6. Face coverings must be worn by everyone attending the site, within enclosed spaces (this

includes market staff) – exemptions are permitted for anyone with a medical condition that

allows a face covering not to be worn. All staff should wear a face covering except where it is

deemed that the wearing of a face covering poses a Health and Safety risk and 2m Social

Distancing at all times can be maintained.

7. Market canteens/catering facilities MUST only offer a takeaway service. Tables and chairs

should be removed to prevent “gatherings” taking place in and around the takeaway service.

8. Members must continue to provide hand washing facilities.

9. Members must continue to keep a register of all attendees to their site.

I appreciate that I have not addressed the question of holding Christmas dressed poultry sales. I

am advised that the current Lockdown is time limited and will finish on Wednesday 2nd December,

which would then allow these sales to take place.

Chris Dodds - LAA Executive Secretary 

November Update


