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The Market Report
Professional Ponderings - July 2026

Sustainable Farming Incentives

As of the 3" of July, DEFRA has confirmed that 50% of the £60 million available for
the first application window of the Sustainable Farming Incentive 2026 has already
been allocated based upon applications received so far. Window 1 opened on 30™
June for smaller farms of up to 50 hectares, or those without an existing
Environmental Scheme agreement. As with the previous SFI rollout, it is important
to note that some actions are limited to 25% of the eligible area, and several
payment rates have been reduced. Eligible applicants who do not apply during
Window 1 will still have the opportunity to apply during Window 2; however, we
strongly encourage anyone eligible to submit an application as early as possible, to
maximise their chances of securing funding.

Any unallocated funding will roll into Window 2 due to open in September 2026 for
all farmers and land managers. Farmers with existing SFI 2023 and SFI 2024
agreements should note that these agreements will continue under their existing
terms, rules and guidance.

We have also received the welcome news that farmers with ELM revenue
agreements due to expire will be able to apply for Window 2 of SFI 2026 before
their existing agreements come to an end. However, DEFRA has yet to define
what will be considered “due to expire soon” in relation to agreement end dates, so
we are still awaiting further details.
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In the meantime, now is the time to review current land use, identify which actions
best suit your farm, check mapping and supporting information and consider
compatibility with existing agreements in advance of Window 2 opening. If you are
unsure which options are most appropriate for your farm, our Agricultural Team can
help you review the available actions and prepare an application that suits your
farm.

Capital Grants For Environmental Land Management

Alongside SFI, it is also worth keeping an eye on the 2026 Capital Grant offer, with
applications expected to open in late July 2026. Guidance is now available on the
GOV.UK website. These standalone three-year grants can work alongside SFI126
agreements, with £225 million of funding available to support environmental
targets, improve long term resilience and fund one off capital investments.
However, last year the funding allocation ran out less than a month after the
opening of the application window and strong interest is expected again this year.
DEFRA is going to advise when a quarter, half and three quarters of the funding
has been requested but we strongly advise against waiting as it may be spent up at
short notice.

Applications can include items from six groups: boundaries, trees and orchards;
improved water quality; improved air quality; improved natural flood management;
assessments; and improvements. Eligible projects include fencing, hedgerow and
tree planting, as well as new options also available for pond creation and
restoration and signage. A maximum of £25,000 is available for applications within
the improved water quality and natural flood management groups and air quality
groups, while a maximum of £35,000 is available for boundaries, trees and
orchards, in line with previous Capital Grant rounds.

As in previous years, some Capital Grant items require support from your local
Catchment Sensitive Farming Officer (CSFO) before an application can be
submitted in July. These include concrete yard renewal, hardcore tracks and self-
supporting slurry store covers, along with several other water and air quality items.
At this stage it may be too late to arrange a CSF visit before applications open.
Please note that if you have received CSFO support for these items in the last 2
years, you can use this support for your application.



To summarise, as an exact opening date has not yet been confirmed, it is important
that if you are interested in applying for any of the grants or environmental options,
you start preparing now. We strongly recommend checking that your field parcels
are up to date and any supporting documentation is ready for submission so you're
ready to submit as soon as the window opens in July, helping you make the most of
the limited funds available. Preparing maps and draft applications in advance will
also put you in a strong position to submit your application promptly when the
window opens.

If you need any assistance with any of the above grants, then please do contact the
Agricultural Team on 01832 732241.

Rob Russell
Agri-Business Consultant
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For Sale
Land at Fotheringhay,
Northamptonshire
Approx 34.08 acres (13.79 ha)

Permenant Pasture Land
For Sale as a Whole

Guide Price £300,000

Please contact Alex Abrahams on 01832 732241 for more information
Bletsoes are selling the property in conjunction with Cruso & Wilkin

bletsoes.co.uk Thrapston




REPORT FOR THURSDAY 2nd JULY

722 Prime Lambs

Trade has dropped hard with national numbers increase and meat hard sold from
the abattoirs. Over 46kgs sold to clear premiums with a trade of their own,
alongside the smartest shape lambs. Larger numbers of 40 to 45kgs grass fed
lambs forward. SQQ 352.52p/kg, Overall Average 355.15p/kg or £158.03.
RA Bounds topped at 404p/kg and KS Lee topped overall at £231.

Highlights - S Bradshaw topped the lighter lambs with a smart showing of
Charollais and Texels at 39kgs selling to £143 and 38kgs to £134. WF Knight &
Son penned their usual stamp of Continentals at 45.5kgs to £177 and 48.5kgs to
£190. R Burnett saw a flyer with best finished Texel Suffolks at 44.5kgs to £173
and 51kgs to £200.50. Cartwright Farms saw a smart show of Charollais forward
with 45kgs to £172 and 55kgs to £211. KS Lee penned their first draw of the
season with Charollas Suffolks thumping to the top at 60kgs reaching £231 and
51kgs to £197.

To | From | Average

Standards (32kg -39kg)

381p [ £143 | 333p |  £125 | 356p |  £133
Mediums (39.1 - 45.5kg)

389p [ £177 | 314p |  £130 | 352p |  £153

Heavies (45.6 - 52kg)
397p £200 315p £152 360p £174
Over 52kg
404p £231 340p | £180 | 375p £213

18 Prime Hoggs

End of season trade seeing an average of £142.83 or 275.27p/kg. TJ Collins &
Sons saw their Charollais top to £180 for 62kgs, with 41kgs to £129. DRA Fabb
topped the day with Lleyn rams at 62kgs to £195.

To From Average

Mediums (45.5kg - 52kg

265p £134 265p £134 265p £134

Heavies (52kg plus)

315p £195 250p £140 283p £168




83 Culls

Trade lifts with a hard sold showing forward, a majority of fat or very chanciest sorts
averaging £145.42. DRA Fabb topped the day with leaner meat Lleyn at £219.
WH Tanner topped their run with meat Texels to £206 and fat Charollais to £195.
A Cook saw a smart trade for Continentals at £196, NR Arrowsmith topped the
Mules at £180 for big framed meat. All meat sold above £145, small framed lean
ewes were around £130, chanciest sorts were in the £90’s.

To From Average
£219 £40 £143

Thrapston Forthcoming Events

Thursday 9th July
Prime & Cull Sheep

Saturday 11 July
Store & Breeding Cattle, Calves, Sheep, Goats & Pigs

Thursday 16th July
Prime & Cull Sheep

Saturday 18thJuly
Store & Breeding Cattle, Calves, Sheep, Goats & Pigs

Thursday 23rdJuly
Prime & Cull Sheep

Saturday 25thJuly
Store & Breeding Cattle, Calves, Sheep, Goats & Pigs

For further information on any of the sales,
please contact a member of the Market Team



REPORT FOR SATURDAY 4TH JULY

245 Store Sheep - Auctioneer Jake Wagstaff 07487 526803

Store Lambs - a flyer with a good show of quality forward averaging £120.02.
A Manning topped the day with Texels to £190 for best end lambs. P & KF
Chapman saw a smart trade for their Dutch Spotted ram lambs selling to £168, with
followers at £148 and £135. JK &J M Breare drew a smart show of Dorset x lambs
with highs of £140. R & S Garley saw a best end showing of 60 Texel Cheviot
lambs with the run topping at £136 followed at £130, £129.50, £128 and £127.
Texel x Swale lambs sold at £99 and £98, Cade lambs sold between £60 and £70.
Store Hoggs - LA Massie topped with Continentals at £156, Three Fishes Farm
saw Romney Texels to £127 and £125.

Feeding Ewes - averaging £136.80. P & KF Chapman topped with young Dutch
Spotted ewes at £192, Three Fishes Farm saw Romney rams to £175. JK & JM
Breare topped with Blue texels at £160. All meat sold above £140. Small framed
natives were £101 to £128.

Calves - Auctioneer Richard Spendlove 07538 322474

Trade hotter than the weather. Messrs J E G James topped the day with a 26 day
old British Blue Bull to £810 and a heifer £650. Their Abeerdeen Angus bulls £660
from £640. Newlands Farm saw their Charolais Bulls sell for £800 and their
Aberdeen Angus Bulls £710 from £700

Goats - Auctioneer Richard Spendlove 07538 322474

J Sanders sold an aged Boer stock billy to £178. N Jordan sold a yearling Pygmy
nanny to £152 and a 3 month old nanny kid for £168. Meadow Farm sold Boer
nannies £162 from £160

Pigs - Auctioneer Richard Spendiove 07538 322474
A small entry today T Britton sold very small Kune Kune boar piglets to £45.
P A Woodward sold quality Pietrain x weaners to £38 from £30.

Equine- Auctioneer Richard Spendlove 07538 322474

J Clegg sold yearling colts to £300.

A Moseley sold a coloured Donkey 2 years for £500 and a Brown yearling £450
both geldings.

Cade Lambs Auctioneer Richard Spendlove 07538 322474
C Bull sold some late or possibly early season Cades to £40 from £38.



Store Cattle - Auctioneer Jake Wagstaff 07487 526803

Feeding Cows - JD Holland saw their Limousin cows at 6 years old and TB4 sell to
£1480 twice with Hereford crosses to £1400, the same home saw a Limousin bull
at 6 years sell to £1750.

Store Cattle - M Finch started the day with a pen of 6 month Hereford bulls selling
to £840 with heifers at £750. G Hartley Webb penned Charolais steers at 8
months selling at £1370 with Hereford steers at the same age to £1240.
S Higgott & Son penned a tremendous show of Limousin steers at 13 months
seeing highs of £2000 and £1970. BC & MB King penned a forward entry of Blonde
x Shorthorn heifers at 26 months topping to £2260 and followed at £2160 and
£2140, all suitable for feeding or breeding. R Munns saw Angus steers at 20
months sell to £1060 and a Charolais Angus at 25 months to £1220.
GH Rome & Sons saw a flying trade with belted Galloway heifers at 23 months to
£1000.

Smallholders Sale

Produce

18 Coarse Mix £5 per 20kg bag. Mixed Corn £7. Rabbit Feed £3 a tub. Burgess
dog food £5 a sack.

Eggs
Turkey Eggs £9 from £6 for half a dozen. 6 Rosecomb £5. 7 Brown Leghorn £7.
5 Ayam Serami £11. 18 Sablepoots £12. 10 Large Fowl Welsummer £14.

Sundries

Pig Feeder £10. Sheeted Sheep Hurdles £42 each. Water Troughs Poultry
Drinkers £18. Assorted cat Iron Ornaments £25 from £22. Poultry Crates £12. 9
Strawberry plants £7. 6 Yellow Peppers £7. Metal Hutches / Cages £16. Electric
Fence Insulators £20. Saddle Stone £150. Rocking Horse £10. Razor Sheep
Shears £125. Wire Strainer £90. Incubators £18.

Poultry

We held a Single Vendor Poultry Sale on behalf of Anglian Poultry. The boxed
poultry ever popular saw a boxes of 3 runner ducklings to £100 from £30. 3 Turkey
Poults £50 from £45. Stars of the show 2 Emu chicks made £200 each with Rhea
chicks to £130 each from £110.

Chickens and Waterfowl (Sold per bird)

A Crowlitzer Turkey hen £45, Peachicks £35. A pair of Crereopsis Geese £150
each.

Franconian Geese £80. Goldenline Pullets £12. Silver Sussex Pullets £20. Olive



Egg Layers £25. Trio Swedish Ducks £30. Mottled Orpington £50. Copper Black
Marans £65. Silkies £40. Ko Shamo £80. Asil Bantams £85. Madagasgan Game
£55. Oxforf Game £25. Appenzella £35. Reeves Pheasants £40. Ringed Teal £40.

STRAW WANTED - 2026 HARVEST

NORTH BEDFORDSHIRE AND SURROUNDING AREAS

WHEAT, BARLEY, OSR STRAW NEEDED IN ROWS

STRAW WILL BE CLEARED OFF FIELDS PROMPTLY

ALSO AVAILABLE FOR STRAW CONTRACTING OVER HARVEST

Please contact Fred Wootton on the below:
Tel - 07594 433415
Email - woottonfrederick@outlook.com

NOTICE

Please ensure Entry Forms and all relevant paperwork accompany your entries
when bringing livestock into the Market.

Entry Forms can be found on our Website, in the Market Office or alternatively
please contact the Main Office.

Please ensure you sign the Wash Out Declaration Form if you are washing out
at home. This is a DEFRA requirement, and
you will be charged if you haven'’t signed it. It is in the Market Office!

NOTICE

To ensure your entries are listed in the Saturday Store Sale Catalogue,
please book in your stock by 3.30pm on Friday.




SATURDAY 18TH JULY

CALVES
JEG James
5 British Blue Bulls & Heifers 3-4 Weeks
5 Aberdeen Angus Bulls & Heifers 3-4 Weeks

Bletsoes

EST. 188

For Sale

Lot 1, Winwick, Huntingdon

access off Gidding Road
26.89 acres (10.89 ha)

Commercial Arable Land at Winwick
For Sale as a Whole

Guide Price £270,000

Please contact George Pullin on 01832 732241 for more information

bletsoes.co.uk Thrapston
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Red Hill Farm

MOBILE MILL AND MIXING SERVICES
07940 021132

¢ Mobile roller mill and mixing
e We can add your proteins and concentrates

e Canroll all cereals, beans, maize & peas
e Option to add molasses
¢ Crimping also available

¢ Big and small tonnages, we cater for all

¢ Covering Cambridgeshire and surrounding counties
Make the most out of your cereals today and walk it off the farm
Call Dan on 07940021132 or email redhillfarmuk@gmail.com
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Eastern Region Early Breeders’ Sale
Thrapston Livestock Market, Northamptonshire, NN14 4JU

Unofficial Show and Sale of Pedigree Southdown Sheep
for Southdown Sheep Breeders

Saturday 25th July 2026 at 12:30pm Judging
in pens: 11:30am

For More Information Contact:

Paftrick Goldsworthy Richard Spendlove
07711 416312 07538 322474
patrick@ goldsworthy-uk.com richardspendlove@bletsoes.co.uk
Local Organiser Southdown Auctioneer
Sheep Breeder Bletsoes

www.bletsoes.co.uk



HENRY SAUNDERS

AGRICULTURAL SERVICES

Established for over
17 years, we have grown to
offer a range of services:

Combining Round & Square Balers &

Ploughing & Cultivations Wrappers
Direct / Min-till & Umbilical Slurry Application &

Conventional Drilling Tanking
Spraying Hedge Cutting & Verge Mowing
Fertiliser Application Flail Mowing & Mulching

Silage & Hay Making  Muck Spreading & Hire
Straw & Hay Baling e Carting & Yard Clearance

Land wanted to farm, agreements can be tailored.

07748 140502 | 07786 311824

saunders.agricul@btinternet.com
Winsey Farm, Sharnbrook, Bedford
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Church Farm

Luddington-in-the-Brook, Northamptonshire

In all, about 294.11 acres (119.04 hectares)
For Sale as a Whole or in Four Lots

An equipped commercial arable property on the
Northamptonshire/Cambridgeshire border, approximately five
miles from Oundle, including an extensive range of buildings
with potential for alternative uses, subject to planning.

verity.garlick@bletsoes.co.uk
chris.templar@bletsoes.co.uk

bletsoes.co.uk 01832 732241




