
Professional Ponderings - February 2026 
 

Planning Policy is in a state of flux at present across Northamptonshire with the two 

Unitary Authorities seeking to bring forward Local Plans to address their housing 

and employment needs. West Northamptonshire have just published a Regulation 

18 Draft Local Plan to cover the period 2025 – 2043 which is out to consultation 

from 29 January until 27 March, and is the first formal stage of the local plan      

process involving engagement with the community and the gathering of feedback 

on the emerging plan. The Plan seeks to address housing and employment        

provision by allocating sites and defining policies which will govern planning        

decisions over the coming years. As well as identifying sustainable urban            

extensions for the major settlements within the area, the Plan also sets out housing 

targets for the larger more sustainable villages, with a requirement for sites to be 

brought forward through Neighbourhood Plans or a later Local Plan review. 
 

The current consultation is an opportunity to seek to inform the content of the Local 

Plan and to promote development interests where appropriate. Anyone with land in 

the West Northamptonshire area which they feel may be suitable for promotion is 

welcomed to contact a member of our Planning and Development Team to see 

whether there is an opportunity to make a representation as part of the current   

consultation exercise. 

Whilst West Northamptonshire Council is seeking to bring forward their Local Plan 

under current regulations governing Local Plan preparation, North                     

Northamptonshire is lagging somewhat behind and has decided to advance their 



Local Plan at a slower pace once new regulations are published early this year. This 

will mean that they are unlikely to have a final plan adopted until the end of 2028. 

This decision has been made in the context that the authority has been found to 

lack a deliverable 5 year supply of housing land at a recent Planning Appeal. With a 

Local Plan which is out of date, the council are now exposed to speculative           

applications seeking permission to develop unallocated sites in order to plug the 

gap in supply. 

Elsewhere a number of other Local Authorities have been found to lack a              

deliverable 5 year housing supply with Buckinghamshire, Bedford Borough,        

Huntingdonshire District and Peterborough City being notable in this regard. These 

authorities also face the prospect of having to deal with speculative planning         

applications at a time when national government are pressing for increased housing 

numbers.  

There is also particular interest in Cambridgeshire where the planning landscape is 

being influenced by Local Government reorganisation which is aiming to establish 

new unitary authorities by April 2028. Various options are currently being             

considered with each of the existing authorities having their own preferred             

organisational structures. 
 

Different permutations involving either two or three unitary authorities are being  

considered, with the government due to make a final decision later this year. 

This ever changing planning system is evolving under the umbrella of the Planning 

and Infrastructure Act which received Royal Assent in December 2025. The full     

impact of the Act will not take effect without accompanying regulations to bring the 

various parts into force but the overall aim of the Act is to streamline the planning 

process and in particular enhance the efficient delivery of infrastructure projects. 

This will play a key role in the UK government's stated aim to remove barriers to  

development and economic growth. 

Please contact our Planning and Development Team for an up to date view of the 

opportunities being created by this latest planning evolution. 
 

Andrew Middleditch – Andrew.Middleditch@bletsoes.co.uk 
 

Alistair Brodie – Alistair.Brodie@bletsoes.co.uk 
 

Peter Moore - Peter.Moore@bletsoes.co.uk 

Chris Templar – Chris.Templar@bletsoes.co.uk 

Will Simpkins – Will.Simpkins@bletsoes.co.uk 
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NOTICE 
 

To ensure your entries are listed in the Saturday Store Sale Catalogue,  

please book in your stock by 3.30pm on Friday.   

 

Thrapston Market Report  
2026 Advertising Tariff  

 

Advertising Charges  
 

⅛ Page         £10 Per Week 
¼ Page      £20 Per Week 
½ Page         £30 Per Week 
Full Page      £50 Per Week 

+ VAT 
 

Discounted Rates Available 
 

For further information, or to place and advert,  
please contact Hanneke Soans on 01832 732241 or hanneke.soans@bletsoes.co.uk 

 

Bletsoes do not endorse any of the products or services advertised in the market reports 

Thrapston Forthcoming Events 
 
 

Thursday 5th February 
Prime & Cull Sheep 

 

Saturday 7th February 
Smallholders Sale 

Store & Breeding Cattle, Calves, Sheep, Goats & Pigs 
 

Thursday 12th February 
Prime & Cull Sheep 

 

Saturday 14th February 
Store & Breeding Cattle, Calves, Sheep, Goats & Pigs 

Tack Sale at 1pm 
See Main advert for further information 

 
 

 For further information on any of the sales 
Please contact a member of the Market Team 

 

 
 
 



To From Average 

£231 £70 £137 

REPORT FOR THURSDAY 29TH JANUARY 
 

Prime Hoggs - Auctioneer Jake Wagstaff 

Export lambs lift again this week, heavies continue at the same level. Averages 

were hampered by a majority showing of out of spec Hoggs. A strong trade for the 

right goods all the way through. P V Hadley topped with 341p/kg and J L B Farming 

saw the highest overall at £180.  

Highlights - P V Hadley topped the pence per kg with best end Continental Hoggs 

at 34kgs selling to 341p. J L B Farming saw their Texel top to £127.50 for 39kgs 

with the stars of the day at £180 for 64kg Continental Hoggs with best shape and 

meat. Corney & Sons saw their usual stamp of best end Charollais forward with 

43.5kgs to £144, 43kgs to £139,  49kgs to £161 and 54kgs to £172.     A & P Payne 

saw best shape texels to £140.50 for 42.5kgs  
 

 

To From Average 

Standards (32.1-39kg) 

341p £127.50 255p £84 325p £113 

Mediums (39.1 - 45.5kg) 

333p £144 286p £125 318p £136 

Heavies (45.6 - 52kg) 

329p £161 256p £128 291p £144 

Over 52kg 

319p £180 254p £132 268p £149  

Culls  

Trade lifts on the week though not  properly reflected in the averages, seeing 

£137.56 all in.   P M Bonner saw a flyer for best end Texel ewes of meat and shape 

topping at £231 with followers to £227, £225, £196 and £176. W R J Goss saw 

comparable highs with Blue Texel ewes to £193. Fine Seasons topped the Suffolks 

with thick framed meat to £173 and Dorsets to £159. Scott & Scott topped the mule 

ewes with big framed meat at £144. All meat  was sold above £135 with feeders 

£110 to £125. True chancy sorts were £70 to £94.  



REPORT FOR SATURDAY 31ST JANUARY 
 

Store and Breeding Cattle - Auctioneer Jake Wagstaff 

Vanish Point Farm saw their Hereford barren cows sell to £1420 for 4 year old cows 

with leaner sorts at £940.  

T N Thomson started the day with a smart show of TB4 Angus at 10 months with 

steers selling to £1390 and heifers to £1030. W B K Smith & Son saw a tremendous 

show of well grown Simmental steers forward at 10 months flying to £1880.        

Geddington Farms drew their Stabiliser bulls with highs of £1160 for 10 months and 

heifers at the same age to £840. L A Burton continue their run of Limousins with 8 

month steers to £1260 and heifers at £1100. W S Jackson & Son penned a     

matching run of Lincoln Red heifers at 10 months all selling to £970. R L, G L & J F 

Pierce saw a smart run of Blue steers forward with 16 month well grown to £1650 

and followers at £1570. J C Kirbyshire saw the height of the day with biggest frame 

Saler steers at 19 months topping to £2200 with followers at £2000 and £1850, the 

same home saw Limousin steers at 14 months sell to £1830. H Houghton & Son 

saw their usual stamp of best grown Blue crosses forward with 28 month steers to 

£1890 and heifers to £1880.  
 

Store Sheep - Auctioneer Jake Wagstaff 

Store Lambs - an unbelievable week with smaller frame lambs making the trade 

which was not matched anywhere else in the Midlands. All in average £121.13!      

S K Grace topped the day with Blue Texel lambs to £138.50. W G Childs & Son saw 

just the same highs with their best end Charollais crosses to £137.50, £136 and 

£135.     Corney & Sons topped their Charollais lambs to £136 with cross breds to 

£128.      R Truss saw big framed Cheviot crosses to £134.50 and topping the     

Suffolks at £132.50. Webb Hatherley Livestock saw the trade of the day with long 

term small frame lambs topping to £126.50. All small frame lambs sold £116 to 

£120 more than big framed lambs, regardless of meat. Hebridean ram lambs sold to 

£29.  

 

Feeding Ewes - smart trade for power averaging £102.24. F Thwaite topped with 

big framed Suffolk ewes to £153 and followers to £130. J Grace saw Texel ewes to 

£132 with Cheviots at £111 for part meat. True Mule longest term feeders were 

£85.50.  

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SATURDAY 7TH FEBRUARY 
 GOATS 

S Shah 

1 Nanny with 2 x kids              3 Years 

One Billy &  one Doeling              2 Weeks 

 

L Riches 

2 Pygmy Goats            10 Months 

 
O Cooper 
2 Pygmy Wethers              2– 9 Years 
 

CALVES 
J E G  
6 British Blue              2-4 Weeks 

 
J O Williams TB4 
10 British Blue x                                           3-4 Weeks 
Bulls & Heifers 
 
A G Burton - TB4 
5 Hereford x Bull Calves             3-6 Weeks 
2 Hereford x Heifers             3-6 Weeks 
2 Welsh Black x Heifers              3-6 weeks 
8 Holstein Friesian Bulls             3-6 Weeks 
1 Holstein Friesian Freemartin             3-6 Weeks 
 
 

HORSES 
 
Lot 1 - Registered Welsh Section A green book, Chestnut Filly foal, well handled. 

 

Lot 2 - Registered Welsh Part Bred chestnut Yearling Filly, green book,            

well handled. 

 

Lot 3 -  Registered Welsh Part Bred Yearling  Filly, green book, black roan.  

 

Lot 4 - 6 year old eye catching Anglo Arab Gelding,  13.2hh, backed and ridden 

away, lovely temperament. 

 

 



NOTICE 
 

Please ensure Entry Forms and all relevant paperwork accompany your entries 

when bringing livestock into the Market.  
 

Entry Forms can be found on our Website, in the Market Office or alternatively 

please contact the Main Office. 
 

Please ensure you sign the Wash Out Declaration Form if you are washing out  

at home. This is a DEFRA requirement,  

you will be charged if you haven’t signed it. It is in the Market Office! 

                   

STORE & BREEDING SHEEP 
O Brewin 

40 Texel & Beltex Store Lambs 

 

K Catlin 

20 Store Lambs 

 

G Walsh 

15-20 Store Lambs 

 

M King 

5 Pedigree Ryland Ewe Lambs 

5 Pedigree Ryland Ram Lambs 

 
SATURDAY 7TH FEBRUARY Continued 

 

STORE & BREEDING CATTLE 
Philipson Estates 

14 Aberdeen Angus Steers          18 - 20 Months 

9 Aberdeen Angus Heifers           18-20 Months 

 

I S & N K Johnson - TB4 

19 Limousin Steers & Heifers          18 - 24 Months 












