
October Ponderings 
 

With many changes afoot within the agricultural industry, including the introduction 

of ELMs, BPS payment reductions, lump sum payments, and development         

opportunities, we often get asked about the current land market and how it is likely 

to change. 
 

We are witnessing farmers increasingly competing with non-agricultural buyers for 

land, as conservation, climate change, additional income streams and lifestyle   

buyers, continue to drive the agricultural land market. We have seen that the     

pandemic has accelerated a move towards home working and increased demand 

for outdoor space. This has meant that rural property is now viewed as a desirable 

lifestyle asset both for living and with demand for increased outdoor area to enjoy 

free time. This demand has impacted upon the prices paid for rural residential  

property, parcels of amenity/paddock land, as well as small farms. We have been 

busy preparing Market Appraisals and receiving instructions to market land of    

varying acreages and demand still remains strong. Land values have remained 

steady and are ultimately very much dependent upon the nature of the property, the 

location, and the demand in the area at the time. As well as land brought to the 

open market, we continue to be busy assisting clients with a number of private 

sales, where we have been instructed to act for sellers and in other                     

situations where  we  have  negotiated  on  behalf  of  the  successful  purchasers.              



We have retained clients actively looking to buy land, so if you are considering 

the possibility of selling your property, whether it be a small parcel of land or a 

large farm, please do contact a member of the Agricultural Team and we would 

be very happy to discuss this with you. Alternatively, where you are looking to 

acquire rural property, please do ensure we know of your requirements, in order 

that we can keep you informed when suitable property becomes available.  
 

If you are contemplating a change in your farming business, it is also worth    

considering the proposed changes to BPS. In 2022, DEFRA will offer farmers in 

England who wish to exit the industry a lump sum payment of up to £100,000. 

This would replace any further direct BPS payments to the recipient during the 

remainder of the agricultural transition. The detail is still awaited however, this 

could contribute to owner-occupier and tenant retirements becoming more    

common which could lead to more land coming onto the market, through sales 

and new tenancies, as farmers retire and businesses restructure to meet new 

opportunities. We are hoping to hear more from DEFRA on this matter later this 

month, so please do keep an eye on any updates in the Market Report and we 

would be pleased to discuss this with you. 
 

To continue to support farmers through changing times we have strengthened 

the Agricultural Team with the appointment of Rob Russell, who will join Bletsoes 

as an Agri Business Consultant in early November. Rob comes from a        

Northamptonshire farming family and has a wealth of agricultural experience and 

we look forward to introducing him to you. Rob’s work will include management 

of farming arrangements, strategic business advice, budgeting and cashflow, 

BPS and Mid-Tier. 
 

We were very pleased to see many familiar faces on our stand at the Gransden 

Show recently and we are starting to book places for Bletsoes to attend a range 

of Agricultural Shows across the counties in 2022. We very much hope that our 

usual trade show attendance will resume next year. Following a number of     

recent on-farm auctions, where excellent prices have been achieved, the Auction 

team continue to secure instructions for Machinery Dispersal Sales. We look  

forward to seeing you at a Farm Machinery Sale or at the Fatstock Shows over 

the forthcoming months, as all these events are a great opportunity to catch up 

with those familiar faces, that you perhaps haven’t seen for some time. 
 

Verity Garlick 

Chartered Surveyor 



Thrapston Forthcoming Events 
 

Thursday 7th September 
Prime & Cull Sheep 

 

Friday 8th October 
Farm Dispersal Sale - Banbury, Oxfordshire 

*** Catalogue Available Online *** 
 

Saturday 9th October 
Store & Breeding Cattle, Sheep & Pigs 

Breeding Sheep & Rams Sale 
*** Catalogue Online *** 

 

Saturday 16th October 
Store & Breeding Cattle, Sheep & Pigs 

Fur & Feather Sale 
 

For further information contact  
Alastair Brown or Jake Wagstaff 

ROAD CLOSURES  
 

National Highways wishes to advise customers of their planned road closures 
for the A45 Chowns Mill Junction for September & October - please share: 
 

Fri 1 to Mon 4 October - A45 Eastbound & Westbound closure 24/7 FULL 
WEEKEND. A45 eastbound and westbound closed in both directions between 
Chowns Mill roundabout and Stanwick roundabout.  
 

Fri 8 to Mon 11 October - A45 Westbound closure 24/7 FULL WEEKEND. A45 
westbound closed between Stanwick roundabout and Chowns Mill roundabout 
ONLY. 
 

Signed diversion routes will be in place during any closures. Adverse weather 
may change schedule. 
 

For information about the scheme, please visit our webpage:  
 

www.highwaysengland.co.uk/projects/a45a6-chowns-mill-roundabout-
improvement/ 

http://www.highwaysengland.co.uk/projects/a45a6-chowns-mill-roundabout-improvement/
http://www.highwaysengland.co.uk/projects/a45a6-chowns-mill-roundabout-improvement/


REPORT FOR THURSDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER 
 

1021 Prime Lambs 

Trade continued to lift again this week, leading to an SQQ of 236p/kg. Heavy, 

best finished lambs drove the trade with clear premiums being paid, however 

some lambs would be better sold on a Saturday in the store lamb section with 

limited buyers for these sorts on a Thursday. On the day lambs topped to     

258p/kg for George Thompson Farms with their 43kg Continental lambs; WG 

Childs & Sons topped lambs in the lump seeing £137 for 55kg Texel crosses.  
 

538 Mediums - George Thompson Farms topped the section with a top end run 

of Continental lambs seeing 43kgs reach £111; CW Webb & Partners saw a 

sterling showing of best finished Charollais crosses forward with 45.5kgs topping 

to £110.50; D & AE Allen & Sons drew forward best end Masham cross lambs at 

45kgs thumping to £109.50; J Holmes saw smart Continentals at 44kgs reaching 

£108.50.  

 

 

 

440 Heavies - A real showing of the weight making the money this week with top 

end finished lambs selling themselves. D & EA Allen & Sons topped the section 

with 50.5kg Masham crosses at £128; AK Wilson saw just the same with 50kg 

Rouge lambs selling to £125 and another pen at £124.50; KS Lee drew another 

top end load of Charollais lambs with 51kgs coming to £124.50; CJ White saw 

best end Texel crosses forward with 49kg lambs at £122.50; F & SM Stamper 

penned the usual goods with Beltex crosses at 47.5kgs reaching £121.  

 

 

 

43 Over 52kg - WG Childs & Sons topped the day per head with Texel crosses 

at 55kgs flying to £137; CW Webb & Partners topped the Suffolks for the day 

with best finished lambs at 54kgs making £122.50; RC & JT Bailey penned best 

meat Continentals at 55.5kgs seeing £120.50; DA Chapman drew another top 

quality entry with 58kg Continentals seeing £120.  

To From Average 

258p £111.00 209p £90.00 236.1p £101.62 

To From Average 

255p £128.00 208p £101.00 239p £114.80 

To From Average 

249p £137.00 207p £115.00 226.2p £122.62 



96 Cull Ewes & Rams 

Ewes continuing to sell well with national high numbers and the grade of ewes 

left in this stage of the season declining. On the day an average of £73 with 

ewes from £10 to £107, with top end Texels from D Daglish at £107;  George 

Thompson Farms topped their Continental ewes at £100.50 with plenty of frame; 

JH Jones saw some of the best trade for the day with Cheviot ewes to £88;        

C Stancombe & Son topped the Mules for the day with a pen of power seeing 

£80.  

NOTICE 
 

If you would like your stock to be included in the weekly report presale,  

please contact the office before 12 noon on Monday.   

NOTICE 
 

To ensure your entries are listed in the Saturday Store Sale Catalogue,  

please book in your stock by 4pm on Friday.   

To From Average 

£107.00 £10.00 £72.88 

SATURDAY 9TH OCTOBER ENTRIES 
 

PLEASE SEE THE SATURDAY STORE LISTING CATALOGUE 
THIS IS AVAILABLE ONLINE 

 



REPORT FOR SATURDAY 2ND OCTOBER 

 

287 Store & Breeding Sheep 

The main entry consisted of long term projects. Any store lambs looking to be 

finished this year ranged from £85 to £100 and the smaller sorts sold from 

around £50 - £60. Feeding ewes were in very good demand topping at £121 to 

average £73.74 
 

First pen of the day saw a mixed pen of Jacob theaves selling to £75 from ME 

Baines with others to £76 from Greenfield Farm. 
 

Store Lambs topped at £100 for WRB Farming; M & M Hutton sold their pen of 

Texel lambs to £90.50; AC Downing sold her Continental lambs to £85; PG    

Duffin & Son sold their lambs to £80; and W Aves & Son sold theirs to £75. 
 

Feeding Ewes sold to £121 for M Towler with others at £106 and £90; AC   

Downing sold hers to £68 and £44 for a Mule; J Wilkinson sold Suffolks to £66 

with others to £41 from £32.  
 

68 Store & Breeding Cattle 

Only a small entry of cattle this week, but it didn’t discourage the buyers as a 

packed ringside saw prices reach £1420 for a 16 month British Blue show heifer 

from CE Hancock & Son; J Hurley & Son sold their two 20 month Aberdeen   

Angus steers to £1185; DR Bradshaw sold three 24 month Saler steers to £1140 

and a 25 month Aberdeen Angus to £1100; J Bottesch saw his 17 month       

Limousin males sell to £1090; Richards & Co sold two 18 month Hereford steers 

to £1030; and T & JH Scrimshaw sold two 18 month Simmental steers to £960 

and similar heifers to £890. Dexters from J Patrick sold to £110 for a 7 month 

heifer, £100 for a steer, a smaller heifer sold to £80.  
 

More are needed each week. DON’T leave it too late in the season to sell.  
 

7 Calves 

An increased demand this week saw calves sell to £405 for a British Blue bull 

from HG Robinson & Sons with their others selling from £240 to £375 to average 

£326; JEG James entered a British Blue bull that realised £325 and a heifer at 

£285. 
 

Prices have had a lift with more buyers around looking for calves to rear, why not 

try the market with some competitive bidders around the ring.   

 



41 Pigs 

With all the media hype pigs and younger smaller pigs in the pens, prices looked 

a little less. Even so breeding boars sold to £130 for a year old Pietrain boar 

from P Keeling and his progeny in the market sold to £30 for pigs weighing    

approximately 30kg and others at £20; H Elsden sold two pens of white pigs to 

£20 of a similar size 25-35kg and a pen of Saddleback piglets sold to £10 each.  
 

26 Goats 

Another sale with keen demand for all types, prices topped at £245 for a Boer 

Billy goat from M Wright with others to £210 and Nannies to £190. A Saanen 

Nanny from SH & RS Whinney sold to £80 and their Pygmy Billy sold to £40. 
 

We have the buyers if you bring the goats. Please contact us with details of your 

entries, so that we can advertise to the potential buyers.  
 

Fur & Feather 

1278 lots forward on the day, seeing another packed sale.  
 

Sundries sold from 9.30am with entries forward including, wood saws, gas   

cutting sets, childrens bikes, kindling, lawnmowers, poultry feeders, battery 

chargers, tools, heat boxes and rabbit hutches.  
 

Following on the sale of Plants saw a tidy little entry with trays of cyclamens, 

bellis daisies, lavender, winter  pansies, primroses and dianthus.  
 

The Fur section saw another blinding sale with 120 lots penned on the day, 

highlights included, Rex does to £19 and mated sows at £15.  
 

Large Fowl saw another booster entry with Ebden geese to £20 per bird,      

turkeys to £23, Chinese geese to £23 per bird and peacocks to £33.  
 

Poultry saw a fantastic variation forward with Whistling ducks to £52 a pair, 

Russian Orlaf bantams to £20 a pair, Shamo hens at £10, Legbars regularly hit 

the £9 mark and Silver Mandarin ducks sold to £24.  
 

Next sale Saturday 16th October. 

A SPECIAL SALE OF SUCKLED CALVES 
 

Saturday 30th October 
 

Please forward your entries as soon as possible for advertising purposes 



NEXT BREEDING SHEEP SALE 
 

Saturday 9th October 
Thrapston Sale of Breeding Sheep & Rams 

Catalogue Online 
 

For further information please  
contact the Market Team 

 GRANTS TO CLEAR AND PREVENT FLY TIPPING IN  
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

 

New grant funding available for farmers and private landowners towards the 

cost of having  fly-tipped waste cleared away and support to put in place    

prevention measures that will make the land less vulnerable to fly-tippers in 

the future. Grants of up to £1,500 are available and the scheme is now open 

and more information is available via https://www.northantspfcc.org.uk/fly-

tipping-scheme-extended/?web=1&wdLOR=c027D136A-03F3-4D52-B947-

82BD4B7D93EB  

 

For more information and an application pack, for areas in the former         

boroughs of Northampton, Daventry and South Northants Councils, please 

email: environmentalimprovement.ddc@westnorthants.gov.uk and for areas in 

the former boroughs of Kettering, East Northants, Corby and                      

Wellingborough waste.enc@northnorthants.gov.uk 

FOR SALE - LAND OFF KELMARSH ROAD, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
 

3.08 acres (1.25 hectares) of Permanent Pasture off Kelmarsh Road,  

equidistant between Kelmarsh 1-mile to the east,  

and Harrington 1-mile to the west. 

 

Guide Price: £65,000 

 

For more information please contact Verity Garlick 

at verity.garlick@bletsoes.co.uk or on  

01832 732241 

https://www.northantspfcc.org.uk/fly-tipping-scheme-extended/?web=1&wdLOR=c027D136A-03F3-4D52-B947-82BD4B7D93EB
https://www.northantspfcc.org.uk/fly-tipping-scheme-extended/?web=1&wdLOR=c027D136A-03F3-4D52-B947-82BD4B7D93EB
https://www.northantspfcc.org.uk/fly-tipping-scheme-extended/?web=1&wdLOR=c027D136A-03F3-4D52-B947-82BD4B7D93EB
mailto:environmentalimprovement.ddc@westnorthants.gov.uk
mailto:waste.enc@northnorthants.gov.uk
mailto:verity.garlick@bletsoes.co.uk


FORTHCOMING MACHINERY SALES 
 

Friday 8th October 

Farm Dispersal Sale - Banbury, Oxfordshire 

Catalogue Available Online 
 

Friday 29th October 

Thrapston Collective Machinery & Equipment Sale 

Entries by Monday 18th October, for inclusion in the catalogue. 
 

For more further information contact the Market Team 

Thrapston Market Report  
2021 Advertising Tariff  

 

Advertising Charges  
 

⅛ Page         £10 Per Week 
¼ Page     £20 Per Week 
½ Page         £30 Per Week 
Full Page    £50 Per Week 

+ VAT 
 

Discounted Rates Available 
 

For further information, or to place and advert,  
please contact Beth Kitchener on 01832 732241 or 

beth.kitchener@bletsoes.co.uk 

VACANCIES 
 

A vacancy exists on a 1300 acre mixed farm near Towcester, sheep and   
arable, to work with the owner.  Must be able to take management             
responsibility and have previous experience. 
 
Also a position exists for a part-time person with agricultural experience. 
Hours to suit. 
 

Telephone Robert on 07762 164552 

mailto:beth.kitchener@bletsoes.co.uk







