FEBRUARY PROFESSIONAL PONDERINGS
I was pleased to learn that the coveted task of writing February’s Ponderings had
fallen to me, and the obvious topic to discuss is Countryside Stewardship, as
Bletsoes’ Agricultural team eagerly await the RPA’s announcements expected to
come later this month. We don’t anticipate that the scheme will vary significantly
from previous years, so there shouldn’t be any great surprises when further
details are released. It is well worth considering the options available to you now,
as a well designed scheme can supplement your farms income and also assist in
making long term improvements to farmland and farm yards.
Under both Higher Tier and Mid Tier schemes extensive Capital Grants are
available in addition to the annual management options. The grants target
specific issues on farm such as management of boundaries for which grants for
hedge laying, stock proof fencing or stone wall restoration are available. The
second focus of capital grants is to improve the water quality in high priority
areas. Those eligible can seek a number of grants, examples include resurfacing
gateways, concrete for water troughs, renewal of concrete yards, and erecting a
building. If your farm is in a High Priority Water area then it is possible to apply
for such works alongside a 5 year management scheme. Capital Grants are
essentially uncapped, but must be proportional to the environmental benefits

your scheme offers. The list of capital items available is extensive, so it is worth
considering a Higher or Mid Tier application if there are improvements you would
like to make to your farm.
Woodland Creation is the third area of Capital Grants and we are seeing that it is
becoming increasingly popular as it is heralded by some as the answer to
improving many environmental issues. Countryside Stewardship offers grants for
all aspects of creating a new woodland, including planting trees, purchasing tree
guards and even erecting deer fencing. For existing woodland there are
stewardship options which make payments for carrying out management or
restocking works. Woodland creation grants are available under a Mid Tier
agreement alongside other grants and management options, or for those that
only wish to plant new woodland a separate Woodland Creation Grant is
available. The latter is open now for applications, and up to £8,000 per hectare
can be claimed.
The Woodland Carbon Fund is also administered by the RPA and offers capital
funding for the creation of new woodland for carbon sequestration. This scheme
is most suitable for larger projects as a minimum of 10 hectares is required. New
applications under the current round of the grant offers must be submitted by
March 2021, but further rounds are expected to be open later this year.
The popular Productivity Small Grants Scheme has now closed, however the
Government are expected to open the new Farming Equipment and Technology
Fund in 2021, which we understand will work in a similar manner to the former
scheme. For larger projects the Farming Transformation Fund, is expected to
open for applications in 2021. This grant will assist with the cost of more
substantial investments in equipment, technology or infrastructure, with the
potential to transform business performance.
If you are interested in exploring the opportunities and possibly making an
application under any of these schemes, please speak to a member of the
Agricultural Team, as many of the schemes require careful planning, which
should be started as soon as possible to ensure a
competitive and well structured application can be
submitted later this year when the deadlines roll around.
Grace Millbank
Graduate Surveyor

Thrapston Forthcoming Events
Saturday 6th February
Store & Breeding Cattle, Sheep & Pigs
Saturday 13th February
Store & Breeding Cattle, Sheep & Pigs
Special Sales of In-Lamb Sheep & Hay, Straw & Fodder
Please forward your entries as soon as possible,
for cataloguing & advertising purposes

*** IMPORTANT NOTICE ***
Drop & Go
(For everyone’s safety)
Due to the latest Coronavirus lockdown regulations, we have been instructed by the
Government to allow only buyers to attend markets. This is to reduce the number of
people on the site at any one time for social distancing purposes and is being enforced
until further notice.
Face coverings must be worn at all times within the market site. Please register for Track
& Trace either in the office or with the QR code posters.
Local authorities and the police will be observing the premises and will enforce fines to
anyone who is not complying and adhering to the rules.

********************************************************
IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Please use Junction 13 off the A14 when coming into the Market,
while bridge repairs are taking place.

REPORT FOR THURSDAY 28TH JANUARY
Prime Hoggs
A difficult week presented with technical problems making it worse. Unfortunately
the sheep weighbridge broke in the market before weighing so all hoggs were
sold in the lump with no weights. Even with this all farmers chose to sell their
stock, with none returning home and all saw strong trade on the day. This will be
resolved before the next prime sale. Trade is seeing massive fluctuations nationally with demand very much localised by abattoirs, please contact the team for
predictions on the week.
E Sansom & Son topped the day with their Texel hoggs, seeing the best reach
£127; A Pearson & Son had the usual consignment of top grade Continental
lambs with their best seeing a peak of £120; RJ & WR Crosse had a pen of
massive Texel crosses forward commanding a top price of £120; R & M
Arrowsmith saw the best trade for Suffolks with excellent meat hoggs coming to
£113.50; F & SM Stamper had another sterling showing on Beltex hoggs forward
with the smartest coming to £113.50; Corney & Sons Ltd drew another load of
well finished hoggs seeing Continentals top at £110.
Cull Ewes & Rams
Cull ewes saw the same demand as they had in recent weeks with R Swinfen &
Sons topping the day with their Texel ewes at £136. The average on the day saw
£75.39 all in, including ewes from £5.
Prime Cattle
An excellent trade for the finished cattle again this week. Prices topped at
£1322.25 or 215p for a 22 month Charolais heifer weighing 615kg from PM
Wilks, with others to 210p from 200p to average 208p.
More prime cattle are needed at Thrapston. While we are currently seeing a
strong demand with short supply, why not sell live and make the buyers bid for
them, rather than sending them on the dead with high expectations for getting
their best price, but sadly often not getting it. There is nothing better than an
auction, when supply is short, like in the present climate. Contact us with your
enquiries regarding selling finished cattle and hoggs.

SATURDAY 6TH FEBRUARY
BREEDING & STORE CATTLE
J C & J S Helliwell - TB4
10 Limousin Heifers
8 Limousin Steers

12-16 Months
12-16 Months

P & R Burbage
60 Charolais Steers & Heifers
Suckler Bred

14-18 Months

C E Hancock & Son
24 Quality Store Cattle

15-26 Months

S A C Holgate
25 Steers & Heifers

16-27 Months

CALVES
A G Burton – TB4
3 Aberdeen Angus x Bull Calves
5 Aberdeen Angus x Heifer Calves
1 Holstein Freemartin
7 Holstein Frisian Bull Calves

All 3-8 Weeks
5-8 Weeks

SATURDAY 13TH FEBRUARY
BREEDING & STORE CATTLE
J A Knight & Son
13 Aberdeen Angus Heifers
Named Sires

8-10 Months

IN-LAMB SHEEP
M Thomas
5 Texel x In-Lamb Theaves
1 Texel x Wether
1 Texel Ram - 3 Years

NOTICE
If you would like your stock to be included in the weekly report presale,
please contact the office before 12 noon on Monday.
NOTICE
To ensure your entries are listed in the Saturday Store Sale Catalogue,
please book in your stock by 4pm on Friday.

REPORT FOR SATURDAY 30TH JANUARY
Store & Breeding Cattle
A fantastic trade was seen at Thrapston once again this week, with commercial
cows & calves to £1920, steers to £1490 and heifers to £1195.
First in the ring a Limousin heifer with a 2 month Limousin heifer calf at foot from
JA Wilson & Son (Weston) Ltd which realised £1440, followed by a pure
Limousin second calf cow with a 6 month Limousin heifer calf at foot, which
realised £1920.

Store cattle are in very high demand at the moment, with plenty of confidence in
the beef trade. Prices topped at £1490 for a 22 month British Blue x Simmental
steer from Sam Hall; an entry of 17-20 month Limousin cattle of which three
steers sold to £1080 and four selling to £1000; Robert Munns sold three
traditional Welsh Black steers 22 months to £1010; P & R Burbage entered a run
of younger Charolais steers 11 months which sold to £905, 9 months to £900
and five yearling heifers to £700; W Darby & Son sold their three Limousin steers
19 months to £880 and two 20 month heifers to £800. Heifers topped at £1195
for KJ Hunt for two 20 month Limousin with others to £1105 and £1070; DTA
Tomkins entered five 15 month Limousin heifers which sold to £905, with others
to £850; NP & MJ Russell entered two calved heifers, both Herefords which sold
to £885 for a 31 month and a 45 month to £810.
Calves
Plenty of keen buyers around the ring took calves to a top of £300 for a 4 week
old British Blue heifer calf from JEG James with others to £270, £265 & £260,
their Blue bulls sold to £275 and a 3 week old Angus bull sold to £190; HG
Robinson & Sons Ltd entered a 5 week old British Blue bull which sold to £265
and an Aberdeen Angus heifer which realised £120. More are needed, buyers
are keen to purchase young calves at a premium price.

FOR SALE BY PRIVATE TREATY
Up to 100 Tonnes of Fodder Beet (Northampton area)
Enquiries to Alastair or Jake

Store & Breeding Sheep
Another excellent sale with an unbelievable trade considering the time frame of
the season. The majority of store lambs forward were long term, clearing up
sorts with just a few pens of big framed strength. On the day lambs averaged a
store high of £93.01. AC Downing topped the sale with their Continental lambs at
£111.50; R & M Arrowsmith had a fantastic run of Suffolk lambs forward seeing
the first two pens reach £108.50; AA Fyfe & Sons saw excellent Continental
lambs forward, with the top coming to £100; W Aves continued to show lambs of
the same standard as seen over recent weeks, their best saw £98.50 for Texel
crosses; Brian Reynolds achieved £91.50 for Beltex lambs of small frame but
excellent conformation; Jl Spendlove drew forward a run of well bred lambs with
the biggest frames seeing £90.50; RJ Garley had Continental crosses forward
with the smartest seeing £89.
Feeding ewes are still commanding top trade with AC Downing topping the
section again with their Texel cross ewes at £98.50; RJ Garley matched this with
their Suffolks also at £98.50 and Texels at £96.50; JEG James saw similar
power with their Suffolk ewes at £95.

Breeding sheep - a smart showing forward for our first breeding sale of the year.
Interest was high with many using the day as a guide. GL Gent & Son saw the
top with their North Country Mule ewe lambs, in-lamb, scanned doubles for April,
coming to £153; Brian Reynolds topped the day though with his excellent Beltex
ewe lambs seeing the top at £165 and the rest at £135.
The next in-lamb sale is on Saturday 13th February, with much interest forward
already and entries flowing in. Please contact the team to book in stock.

FORTHCOMING SALES AT THRAPSTON
Saturday 13th February from 10.30am
Sale of In-Lamb Sheep
Sale of Hay, Straw & Fodder
*** Please forward your entries as soon as possible ***
Saturday 13th March from 10.30am
Sale of In-Lamb Sheep
Sale of Hay, Straw & Fodder
*** Please forward your entries as soon as possible ***

FOR SALE
LAND & BUILDINGS AT CHURCH FARM,
OVERSTONE, NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
Change of use of two agricultural buildings to four dwellings,
additional dwelling within the yard,
and approx. 2.50 acres (1.01 ha) of permanent pasture.

For more information please contact
tristan.peck@bletsoes.co.uk

FUR & FEATHER SALES
Sales are cancelled until further notice
We have been notified by the Secretary of State, in accordance with regulation
6 of the Avian Influenza (Preventive Measures) (England).
“The general licence to arrange a fair, market, show, exhibition or other
gathering involving the collecting together of poultry or other captive
birds in England, was revoked from 11 November 2020 from which date
bird gatherings are not permitted”

NEW MEASURES TO HELP PROTECT POULTRY & CAPTIVE BIRDS
New measures have come into place to help protect poultry and captive birds,
following a number of cases of avian influenza in the UK. The Government
announced new housing measures in England,
which came into force on 14th December 2020. It
is a legal requirement for all bird keepers to keep
their birds indoors and to follow strict biosecurity
measures in order to limit the spread of and eradicate avian influenza.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
To make banking easier for our clients in these trying times. We would like to
help you by transferring your money via a bank transfer payment directly into
your bank, instead of sending you a cheque for you to bank.
Please send your bank account number and sort code to Paul Goodwin thrapston@auctionmarts.com or 07753 895716

