
Stratford Forthcoming Events 
 

Tuesday 22nd December 

Prime, Cull & Store Sheep 

Christmas Sale of Dressed Poultry & Game 

*** See main advert for further information *** 
 

Tuesday 29th December 

Prime, Cull & Store Sheep 
 

*** IMPORTANT NOTICE ***  
 

Drop & Go  

(For everyone’s safety) 

In accordance with LAA guidance our policy remains to allow only buyers to attend markets. 

This is to reduce the number of people on the site at any one time for social distancing   

purposes and is being enforced until further notice. Please note, this also applies to the 

Christmas Sale of Poultry - Only one buyer per household allowed. 
 

Face coverings must be worn at all times inside the sale ring buildings. Please register for 

Track & Trace either in the office or with the QR code posters.  
 

Local authorities and the police will be observing the premises and will enforce fines to     

anyone who is not complying and adhering to the rules.  



To From Average 

214.5p £93.60 206p £82.16 208.9p £86.25 

To From Average 

236.5p £87.01 180p £70.20 215.5p £77.97 

To From Average 

227p £71.51 227p £71.51 227p £71.51 

REPORT FOR TUESDAY 15TH DECEMBER 
 

268 Prime Sheep 

A smaller number forward today as some vendors decide to brave it out into the 

New Year, when who knows what will happen. Haulage to Europe looks to be a       

challenging issue with new borders and a mass of new paperwork to complete, 

which may cause a pause in demand for a few weeks. The next problem could 

be further lockdown measures enforced in the UK, putting pressure on the     

demand for lamb and with the catering sector again being closed down to allow 

only takeaways. Please contact the team if you are marketing your sheep over 

the Christmas period, so that we can pass on information regarding trade over 

the festive period. 
 

11 Lights – Selling to 227p for eleven Berrichon 31.5kg lambs from DJ Tomlin. 

 

 

 

93 Standards – Topping the day again Hadley Farms Ltd with their 33kg Texel 

lambs selling to 236.5p with others at 35.5kg selling to 235p and 229.5p for 

33.5kg lambs; J & R Gardner sold 38.5kg lambs to 226p or £87.01; DM & A   

Andrews sold their 35kg lambs to 220p; DT Rand & Son sold their 34.5kg & 38kg 

lambs to 218p; DJ Tomlin sold a 38kg Berrichon lamb to 215p; and at the same 

price for 39kg lambs from JE Bury. 

 

 

  

118 Mediums – Also topping this section, Hadley Farms Ltd saw 214.5p for 

40.5kg lambs; GF Heath & Son sold 40.5kg & 43kg lambs to 212p; R Hall & 

Sons also realised 212p for 40.5kg lambs; JE Bury sold 40.5kg lambs to 211p; at 

209p TR Tame & Son sold their 41.5kg lambs; J & R Gardner sold 44kg lambs to 

208.5p for Texel types and matching that Suffolks at the same weight and price 

from C & C M Ironmonger. 

Click the link to view our Stratford Facebook page for further  

up to date information about our sales pre and post sale.  

https://www.facebook.com/StratfordLivestockMarket/ 

https://www.facebook.com/StratfordLivestockMarket/


To From Average 

£73.00 £41.00 £56.05 

To From Average 

208.5p £99.99 190p £95.55 202.1p £98.16 

To From Average 

£85.00 £4.00 £45.82 

NEW MEASURES TO HELP PROTECT POULTRY & CAPTIVE BIRDS 
 

New measures are due to come into place to help protect poultry and captive 

birds, following a number of cases of avian influenza in the UK. 

The Government have announced new housing 

measures in England, which will come into force 

on 14th December 2020. It will be a legal        

requirement for all bird keepers to keep their birds 

indoors and to follow strict biosecurity measures in 

order to limit the spread of and eradicate avian 

influenza. 

47 Heavies – R Hall & Sons topped this category with 46kg lambs selling to 

208.5p; A Berks matched this price with 46.5kg lambs; Ken Ryland sold his 48kg 

lambs to 204.5p, and topped the day per head at £99.99 with his other heavier 

lambs 49.5kg; TR Tame & Son sold 50.5kg Continental lambs at 197p and their 

50kg Suffolks to 196p; DM & A Andrews saw 195p for their 49kg lamb; GF Heath 

& Son sold 51kg lambs to 194p; and Sherbourne Investments Ltd saw a 52kg 

Zwartble x sell to 190p or £98.80.   

 

 

 

21 Store Lambs 

After last week’s special entry, only three pens forward, which met the usual 

gathering of buyers and saw prices sell to £73 for three Suffolk x lambs from DT 

Rand & Son, who showed another pen of eleven Continental long term lambs 

which sold to £61; the other pen from M Hughes sold to £41.  

 

 

 

21 Cull Ewes & Rams 

Sherbourne Investments Ltd topped the ewe trade at £85 with others at £78 and 

£62; Hadley Farms Ltd saw £70 for their entry of two; C & CM Ironmonger saw 

£30 and £20 for their Suffolk x ewes. A couple of rams forward today from DEA 

& ARA Kelly sold to £52.50 and £40 for a little black fearless ram.  



FUR & FEATHER SALES 
 

Sales are cancelled until further notice 
 

We have been notified by the Secretary of State, in accordance with regulation 

6 of the Avian Influenza (Preventive Measures) (England). 

“The general licence to arrange a fair, market, show, exhibition or other 

gathering involving the collecting together of poultry or other captive 

birds in England, was revoked from 11 November 2020 from which date 

bird gatherings are not permitted” 

WORK REQUIRED 
 

Work required two days per week with livestock.   

Experienced and reliable. Ring Matt 07951 266487 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

To make banking easier for our clients in these trying times. We would like to 

help you by transferring your money via a bank transfer payment directly into 

your bank, instead of sending you a cheque for you to bank.  
 

Please send your bank account number and sort code to -  
 

Paul Goodwin paul.goodwin@bletsoes.co.uk or 07753 895716 
 

CHRISTMAS FARE 
 
 

I usually have a stall at the Fat Stock Show selling Homemade Xmas cakes, 

puddings and handmade chocolates. 
 

As there is no show this year customers can  contact me,  

JANE SPENCER on 01789 450204 to place an order. 

mailto:paul.goodwin@bletsoes.co.uk




CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM REV RICHARD WILDE 
 

Season’s greeting to you all. Two conversations last week triggered a lot of 

thinking for me in these uncertain days. I was laying our roadside paddock 

hedge the other afternoon when a Dad with his primary school son were walking 

up the hill. Coming down the hill was a young woman riding one and leading  

another horse. The sight of my wheelbarrow on the verge was enough to spook 

her mount who needed calming to walk past this scary thing. The boy asked why 

the horse found a barrow of tools frightening. My guess, though you may know 

better, is that the horse knew the barrow wasn’t there earlier which means it 

must be able to move, and if it can move, what will it do?.......  
 

The second conversation was with my wife while were listening to the news.      

A food wholesaler was saying that sales of scotch eggs have increased          

dramatically in parts of the country in tier 2 restrictions. He believed this was  

because a scotch egg qualifies as a “substantial meal” necessary for a pub to 

sell alcohol. On the one hand I am amused and impressed by the ingenuity of 

pub landlords/ladies but on the other hand I am concerned that increasingly we 

(and I include me) find ourselves looking for ways of complying with the letter of 

the law rather than the spirit. My wife and I think that we were much more willing 

to comply in March than we are in December. The reasons for that are complex 

including the contradictory messages we hear from politicians, scientists,     

economists etc. plus weariness with it all. Like many of you we have not seen 

grandchildren and other close family for many months and with five adult married 

children we can only see two of the five families over Christmas. Tough choices. 

Our guess, is that generally we are less afraid of this virus than we were in 

March. Perhaps because the vaccine is now slowly being administered, perhaps 

because the NHS have found some treatments that help reduce the death rate 

among the hospitalised, or has it just become a bit more familiar?  
 

The spooked horse displayed the fear of the unknown while our fear of COVID is 

lessened as it becomes more ‘known’. We all know fear and what it does to us – 

on the positive side it prevents us doing things likely to cause harm; on the    

negative side it can paralyse us and prevent progress. I could not get the phrase 

from the Christmas Carol; “Fear not, said he, for mighty dread had filled their 

troubled mind” out of my mind. (Verse 2 of While shepherds watched their flocks 

by night which many of will hum on Sunday in carol services – singing is against 

the law!). Earlier Luke records the angel Gabriel saying the same words to Mary 

when he crashed into her life asking for her to cooperate in the extraordinary 



plan that would change her life radically, did change world events for centuries to 

follow and changed my life in my twenties.  
 

“Do not be afraid” said Gabriel to Mary. (Luke 1:30). Fear of the unknown is a 

natural reaction not limited to humans! Mary’s response of fear is                    

understandable and certainly forgivable. The fear of the unknown, perhaps    

informed by negative earlier experiences is common to all of us human and   

equine. Fear can paralyse or energise. It can stop you planning for the future or 

give you the adrenalin to take risks and advance.  
 

What Gabriel told Mary would strike fear into anyone’s heart. Finding that you 

are going to be a parent if you are trying for a baby is one thing but discovering 

you are pregnant when that was not on your agenda is something else. Will I be 

judged? Will Joseph still want me? How will I feed him? Where will we live? And 

so many more concerns. But this is also a divine encounter more overwhelming 

than any of us can imagine. Clearly, she got through it and the essence of her 

story is acted out in countless nativities every year. This Christmas it is the words 

“do not be afraid” that I think are pertinent for all of us including farmers. Our 

short- and medium-term future is full of unknowns. As I write we are still waiting 

to hear if a Brexit deal can be struck and if so on what terms? Local farmers and 

businesses have much at stake hanging on the outcome. Will COVID Vaccines 

be available on a scale needed? Will Christmas gatherings lead to another spike 

in illness and deaths? All the unknowns could paralyse us if we let them but just 

like Mary, we need to believe that we will get through. Mary believed that her son 

was a sign of “God with us”, the powerful “known” in a world of unknowns. I hope 

you can celebrate Christmas as best you are able because restrictions in     

movement and numbers, economic uncertainty and health concerns cannot take 

away the central message of hope brought about by His birth.  
 

Rev Richard Wilde,  

Rural Chaplain  




