
Forthcoming Events 

 
Sunday 17th November 

Horticultural Sale at Broughton 
Please see advert for further details  

 
Tuesday 3rd December  

Prime Stock Show, Sale & Dinner 
 

Tuesday 17th December  
Christmas Poultry Sale  

 
Tuesday 24th December  

Closed for Christmas  

 
Contact The Auctions Team for Further Information. 

 



NOVEMBER PROFESSIONAL PONDERINGS  
 

 

There’s no doubting that the housing market has been and remains driven by 

positive thinking.  For those that take account of the sustained low interest 

rates offered by lenders and an acceptance where selling property is          

concerned, that the market is price sensitive, then going to the market is a 

good decision and successful transactions are still being achieved. In recent 

months we have concluded sales on all styles and types of residential      

properties across a diverse range, from terrace cottages to large detached 

character homes including former farms and in the rare case where a multi 

agent approach has been involved we have beaten the competition to stake 

our claim with some justifiable pride. 
 

Some recent examples of additional support to our vendors and landlords, 

have reinstated our belief that we always advocate doing the right thing for 

our clients and attempt to go the extra mile to make things happen. For       

example, we have recently resolved issues on access challenges with added 

support from our Planning & Development team to help keep a property sale 

on track. In this instance the outcome had restored the route (quite literally) 

and this has created a positive effect through a chain of properties with     

buyers and sellers now heading forwards once more on their journeys to a 

new way of life. This is significant, especially when all other agents involved 

had feared the worst. Not so with Bletsoes, this is why we are a trusted brand 

and our depth of experience within the firm provides an added level of service 

for our clients. 
 

Our Estate Agency is supported in this way with a high level of skills and   

dedication. None more exemplified that those of our lettings team with the   

incredibly diligent Teresa Mutton now managing the lettings operation with 

great efficiency and the welcome addition to the team of Lesley Barn, adding 

further quality to our services to Landlords and Tenants alike.  
 

New directives for Landlords and their responsibilities have been applied in 

stages this year with more legislation to follow in 2020 including Electrical 

Safety certification and new regulations for Septic Tanks in 2020 which will 

require any septic tank that discharges directly to a surface water drain, to be     

replaced or upgraded with a treatment plant or ground infiltration. 



In addition if you are considering selling your property before 1st January 

2020 and your property has a septic tank that discharges directly to a        

surface water drain, then the responsibility for the replacement or upgrade of 

the existing treatment system should be addressed between the buyer and 

seller as a condition of sale. 
 

The reason for this change in regulations is to address the concerns that 

waste water is polluting watercourses and typically the owner will be          

expected to replace within a year, although this will be agreed on a          

case-by-case basis. 
 

Options Available to Comply with New Septic Tank Regulations  

• Install a drainage field or soakaway system - this will take the waste 

water from your septic tank, and disperse it safely into the ground   

without causing pollution. If you choose to do this, it must be a         

minimum of 10m from a watercourse, 50m from a water abstraction 

point, and 15m from a building. 
 

• Swap your septic tank for a sewage treatment plant - sewage        

treatment plants produce a cleaner form of water, and it's considered 

clean enough to discharge straight to a watercourse. 
 

• Connect to the mains sewer- where available. 

 

Please note: 

You can apply for a permit for an existing or new discharge to a surface   

water from a septic tank. A permit is only granted in exceptional                

circumstances. Contact the Environment Agency to discuss. 
 

If you’re planning to use a septic tank conversion unit to upgrade an existing 

septic tank discharging to a surface water contact the Environment Agency 

to check it meets the required standard. You will be asked to provide        

evidence that it will treat to the equivalent standard as a sewage treatment 

plant. You will still need to apply for a permit. 

 

Craig Berry 

Estate Agency Manager  



REPORT FOR TUESDAY 5TH NOVEMBER 
 

417 Prime Sheep & 97 Store Lambs   

417 Prime sheep forward today, saw a massive jump in trade from last week, 

over 11 pence on average to achieve an SQQ of 182.8p, with an overall     

average 180.5p. Top price today was 200p or £97.44, which meant Stratford 

once again achieved one of the better averages around the country. Cull 

ewes sold to £100 and store lambs to £57.  
 

Supply and demand has dictated the trade, not Brexit! If you have some good, 

finished lambs, market them soon. Store lambs have taken a lift too, if you 

don’t want to finish them in these wet conditions why not let someone else, 

and put the money safely in the bank for a rainy day! 
 

More are needed at Stratford, why not come and try us. It’s a very busy     

market with all sorts of items on offer (not just sheep).  
 

48 Standards – Gillian Taylor topped this section with 39kg lambs selling to 

£72.54; Lizzie Phipps took next top at £70.30 with a 37kg Texel lamb; DJ 

Tomlin sold 38kg Charmoise lambs to £69.16; Norton Subedge Farm sold 

38kg lambs to £68.78; S Emery sold 37.5kg lambs to £66.19; DM & A        

Andrews entered some 36.5kg lambs, which realised £64.97; Graham Finlay 

sold some 34.5kg lambs to £63.14; and Richard McNally’s entry of Greyface 

Dartmoor long wool lambs, weighing 36kg, sold to £62.46. Pence per kilo 

topped at 190p for Lizzie Phipps’ 37kg Texel lambs and Gillian Taylor saw 

186p for her 39kg lambs. 

 

 

 

156 Mediums – Pete Smith entered a pen of 5 Swaledale lambs weighing 

45.5kg to top at £84.18; Vernon Phipps sold his 45kg Texel lambs to £83.25; 

Baylis Farming sold 44.5kg lambs to £82.77; B Rawlinson made £82 of her 

41kg lambs; Nick Foster sold 45kg lambs to £81.90; SD Harrison sold 44kg 

lambs to £80.52; and Pip Careless entered 3 Charollais x lambs weighing 

43kg, which sold to £79.98. Top price of the day pence per kilo, went to B 

Rawlinson, with some 41kg lambs at 200p. 

 

 

To From Average 

190p £72.54 173.5p £59.40 180.79p £67.53 

To From Average 

200p £84.18 176p £73.39 183.36p £78.64 



111 Heavies – Celia Plunkett’s pen of 52kg Suffolks took top price in this   

section at £93.08; Julia Hodgkinson topped at £91.52 with two pens of 52kg 

lambs; B Rawlinson sold 48kg lambs to £89.28; Mark Greenaway’s 50kg 

lambs sold to £88.50 and some lighter 49kg lambs from Mark sold to £88.20 

and £88.11; Pete Smith sold a 48kg Swaledale lamb to £85.92; Lizzie Phipps 

topped at £85.56 for a 46kg Texel lamb; and DJ Tomlin saw £85.44 for his 

48kg lambs. Lizzie Phipps saw her lambs top the section pence per kilo at 

186p for 46kg lambs. 

 

 

 

28 Over 52kg – Pip Careless topped the day at £97.44 with two 58kg lambs; 

closely followed by Celia Plunkett at £95.92 for 54.5kg lambs, who topped the 

section pence per kilo at 177p with her 53kg Suffolks; and Mark Greenaway 

saw his 53.5kg lambs to £93.09. 

 

 

 

74 Cull Ewes & Rams   

A fierce battle took place over the cull ewes, with a top price of 3 figures, 

which hasn't been seen for sometime at Stratford. Vernon Phipps saw £100 

for a Texel ewe with others at £95; Suffolks topped at £89 for JM Jones;   

Hadley Farms saw £89 and £84 for Charollais x ewes; Mark Greenaway’s 

Mules made £80 and £75; Basil Page saw £75 for his Suffolks; and Lizzie 

Phipps sold Texels to £75.  Please contact Alastair with your entries, to       

ensure that we can inform further buyers of what will be on offer.  

   

 

 

97 Store Lambs  

Not enough forward again this week, all types of store lambs are in high      

demand.  Prices topped at £57 for DM & A Andrews; Joe Butcher topped at 

£55.50 and £52.50; Graham Finlay sold his Southdown’s to £54;                    

B Rawlinson sold her Jacobs to £50; RS Matthews sold to £45; and Richard 

McNally topped at £40 for his 3 Greyface Dartmoor long wool lambs. More 

needed, if you have any please contact Alastair. 

To From Average 

£100.00 £43.00 £69.59 

To From Average 

186p £93.08 175p £83.26 178.41p £88.01 

To From Average 

177p £97.44 168p £93.09 174.99p £94.34 



 

PRODUCE, MISCELLANEA, PLANTS, HATCHINGS EGGS,  

FRESH VEGETABLES & POULTRY  
 

A full shed again this week, with a great reception to the new layout. On 

the day we saw well over 900 lots entered, seeming to be the new norm 

at the ever booming Stratford Market. 
 

Produce 

An excellent entry this week, with potatoes coming to £6.25, cauliflowers 

at 50p and cabbages at 70p. Preserves saw strawberry jam and thick cut 

orange marmalade come to £1.10 and pickled onions at 70p. Deadstock 

saw an increase again this week in both entries and demand, causing a 

lift in trade, with a pheasant brace at 70p, partridge brace at £1.10 and 

pigeons to 30p. The highlight saw a brace of ferreted rabbits top at £3.20. 

Dressed birds saw pheasants at £2.00 and a duck at £5.00. 
 

Fur & Feather  

Demand is as high as ever for the quality supplied in this section. POL 

Warren pullets commanded £7.50pb, which was only trumped by Black 

Rock pullets at an outstanding £10.00pb. Ducks saw fair trade, with    

Khaki Campbells at £6.00pb and mixed Cayugas at £3.50. Show birds of 

the day though were a breeding pair of outstanding Peafowl, coming to 

£80.00!!  
 

Plants  

Treemendous entry again this week, with unprecedented variation. Trays 

of violas and pansies saw highs of 65p, followed by wallflowers at 50p. 

Finished hanging baskets commanded £2.00 with great reception.     

Specialist entries saw potted beech trees come to £1.10, lime trees at 

£1.50 and even a grape vine at £1.60. Sales of the day saw a venus    

flytrap top out a £2.80 and most impressive of all, pyramid box plants 

came to £31 for the pair! 
 

Eggs  

A slight increase in numbers entered on previous weeks, but trade still 

booming ahead, trays of hen eggs saw an all time high of £5.00!!         

Following the trend, pullet eggs kept up at £3.80, half a dozen duck eggs 

peaked at £1.60 and quail eggs stuck at the inflated price of 60p. 



Fur & Feather Prices 

Pair of Peafowl  £80.00 

Black Rock Pullets £10.00 

POL Warren Pullets £7.50 

POL K/Campbell Ducks  £6.00 

Mixed Cayugas £3.50 

Blue Harlequin Doe £3.00 

Maran Chicks  £2.00 

Miscellanea/
Sundries 

Prices 

Generator  £32.00 

Tool Box & Contents  £28.00 

Blower £22.00 

Tool Bag & Contents  £19.00 

Makita Drill  £16.00 

Socket Set  £16.00 

Set of Clippers £15.00 

Fishing Rod  £15.00 

Chain Saw £15.00 

Tool Box & Contents £15.00 

Plants & Shrubs Prices  

Box Pyramid  £15.50 

Zinc Platter £5.00 

Ficus  £4.00 

Pansies £3.80 

Skimmia £3.50 

Coprosma  £3.50 

Rose £3.00 

Fresh Produce Prices 

Potatoes £6.25 

Logs £5.50 

Dressed Duck  £5.00 

Sow Rolls  £4.50 

Box of Apples £4.00 

Dressed Mallard  £3.50 

Ferreted Rabbits £3.20 

Kindling  £2.80 

 Hatching Eggs Prices 

Trays of Hen Eggs £5.00 

Dozen Duck Eggs £2.90 

Miscellaneous/Sundries 

The increased area was put to full use, with over 160 lots entered on the 

day. A great variation saw entries such as picnic baskets come to £3.50, 

and spades and fishing rods both reaching £10.00, all in all making for a 

great getaway starter pack! There was a strong consignment of tools   

entered, with everything needed for a tradesman, highlights saw a tool 

box full of spanners come to £28.00 and Makita drills up to £16.00. 

WANTED 
 

A shed for wintering cattle in the Banbury Area, for High Health Status cattle 

Please Contact Alastair for further information (Ref: RL) 

FOR SALE 
 

Isuzu Rodeo Denver 2012, 2.5 Diesel, 95k Miles 

Dark Green with Pick-up Canopy. 12 Months MOT. £8500 (no VAT) 

For further information contact Mike Harris - 07980 270598  



SITUATION VACANT 
 

Full Time Worker Required for Sheep & Cattle Farm, also some Tractor Work.  

Good Rate of Pay for a Reliable, Experienced Person.   

Stratford-upon-Avon Area.  Call Steve 07771 560251 

HEDGECUTTING CONTRACTING SERVICE 
 

Contact Tom Lambert - 07824 489716 

MORE SHEEP ARE REQUIRED 
 

Prime Sheep, Store Lambs & Cull Ewes 
We have the buyers! 

 

For further information regarding any of the sales, or entries,  
please contact Alastair Brown - 07885 804450 

CHRISTMAS PRIMESTOCK SHOW & SALE  
 

TUESDAY 3RD DECEMBER2019 
 

Followed By 
 

The Fat Stock Dinner  
& Prize Giving Presentation 

to be held in the Ashwin Suite  
 

Please book tickets with Angela Russell in the Market Office 

HORTICULTURAL SALE 
 

Annual Auction Sale Of 
Flowering Trees, Shrubs, Roses, Conifers,  

Perennial Plants, Rockery & Ornamental Plants,  
Fruit Trees & Bushes, Hedging  

and Flowering Bulbs 
 

On Sunday 17th November 2019 at 11.00am 
Viewing from 9am 

 

At Ells Farm, Ells Lane, Broughton, Banbury, Oxon, OX15 5EE,  
For further details contact Brian Pile 07778 970628  

Click the link to view our Stratford Facebook page for further  

Up to date information about our sales pre and post sale.  

https://www.facebook.com/StratfordLivestockMarket/ 
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