
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2020 
 

Saturday 8th February  

Hay, Straw & Fodder Sale 
 

Saturday 15th February  

Special Sale of In-Lamb Sheep 
 

Saturday 22nd February 

Hay, Straw & Fodder Sale 
 

Saturday 7th March  

Sale of In-Lamb Sheep & Sheep with Lambs at Foot   

Fur, Feather & Miscellaneous Items  
 

Saturday 14th March  

Hay, Straw & Fodder Sale 
 

Saturday 21st March  

Sale of Ewes with Lambs at Foot 

Mid Month - Fur, Feather & Miscellaneous Items  



February Professional Ponderings  
 

Here to Help 
 

Once again it falls upon on me to write this month’s Professional         

Ponderings in what seems like the first time for a long time.  I for one will 

be glad to see the back of January, as it was yet another wet and dreary 

month with the exception of the odd day shooting here or there!  By the 

time this is published, Boris will have delivered Brexit and all of our      

concerns regarding immigration and our sovereignty will have               

disappeared!  Joking aside, irrespective of your stance on Brexit, or your 

political persuasion generally, it is clear that the Tories emphatic victory in 

the general election has had a positive impact on the economy generally; 

it remains to be seen whether this is a short term lift or the start of an   

upward curve.  Despite all the ‘doom and gloom’ being reported, suffice 

to say that you are not alone – Bletsoes are here to help and have the 

capacity and expertise to do so.  To use the infamous Latin phrase 

coined by Horace “Carpe Diem” and seize the day. 
 

Agriculture is back in the headlines following the introduction of the       

Agriculture Bill to parliament in the middle of January.  We live in          

uncertain times, and I am afraid that agriculture is no exception;            

uncertainty is not exclusively a threat to business, it can also be an       

opportunity.  The future of agriculture will largely depend on the emerging 

Agriculture Bill.  There are a great many unknowns what the final          

Agriculture Bill will look like, but the headlines are: 
 

•  Shift away from the European Union Common Agricultural Policy 

and Direct Payments.  

• Move towards “Public Money for Public Goods”, such as financial 

reward for cleaner air, water, reduce flooding etc.  

• Phasing out Direct Payments over the 7 year “transition” period, 

which will start from next year (2021) and will see Direct Payments 

reduced to nil by 2028. 

• Emphasis on soil and protection of soil and rewarding those that 

protect soils and possible regulation on agrochemical use. 



Amidst that uncertainty concerning the Agriculture Bill, there is clearly 

continued pressure on the industry from many directions, whether that be 

the growing trend to move away from eating meat, or the continued    

pressure surrounding climate change.  The agricultural industry has 

proved time and time again that it is flexible, and I’m sure overcoming 

these latest challenges will be no exception.  
 

Much of this pressure and the concerns are of course outside of our    

control and dictated by the media, and it is perhaps a waiting game.  

However, there are of course some measures that can be taken at a farm 

level to reduce the pressures and strains on the farming business, should 

the industry be detrimentally effected; I believe that the Chancellor of the 

Exchequer, Sajid Javid MP conceded that Brexit would inevitably cause 

short term pain.  Those measures might be: 
 

• Refinancing borrowings whilst interest rates remain low. 

• Reducing reliance on the Basic Payment Scheme, perhaps by    

entering into alternative schemes, such as Countryside             

Stewardship. 

• Considering share farming/contract farming arrangements. 

• Increasing farm diversification, even if that is small scale, such as 

letting out barns for non-agricultural use (subject to planning). 

• Generally increasing efficiency on the farm. 
 

Every farm business is different but many of the issues that we see are 

very similar, and we feel that we are well placed to assist your farming 

business to adapt to the threats and opportunities that these uncertain 

times bring. 
 

Following Verity’s update concerning BPS 2019 payments, the RPA have 

issued a further update on progress concerning BPS, Countryside     

Stewardship and Environmental Stewardship 2019 payments, as well as 

indicative 2020 plans for those schemes.   

 

 



In short, the RPA have apparently paid 97% of all eligible BPS payments 

in respect of 2019; the BPS 2020 application window, as well as the 

Countryside Stewardship and Environmental Stewardship Annual       

Revenue Claim window, should open in March 2020; and the Countryside 

Stewardship application window for agreements with a 1st January 2021 

start date should open in February 2020.  As ever, if you are having    

issues with payments from the Rural Payments Agency, then do please 

do let us know and we will try to assist you where possible.   
 

We are continuing to assist clients who have telephone masts situated on 

their land.  There remains a great deal of pressure from the telephone 

mast operators to reduce rents, and an equal amount of reluctance from 

landlords to accept reduced rents.  As such the industry has reached a 

stalemate.  It will be interesting to see whether the government will       

intervene, as this current stalemate could substantially slowdown the 

rollout of 5G, which is of high priority to the government.   Incidentally, 

landowners are now being warned of the hidden risks and responsibilities 

associated with having telecommunication masts on their land.  The     

advice from industry experts is to request information and radiation       

exclusions zones from the operators of telecom masts located on the 

land.  Telecom masts do emit radio waves which can effect health and 

therefore require exclusion zones to protect people.  Due to the          

technology used with 5G these exclusion zones will be expanded         

significantly.  When applying for planning permission for a larger mast, 

operators are only required to confirm that their masts will comply with 

industry set guidelines.  As such, landowners may not be able to assess 

the effects of the mast on buildings, land or other activities.  For         

landowners, there could be unforeseen issues with buildings, which could 

be within the exclusion zone, potentially putting workers, businesses or 

livestock at risk.   
 

Finally, we are in the process of renewing Grasskeeping Agreements for 

the forthcoming grazing season.  If you have any surplus grazing or     

require any grazing, then please do not hesitate to contact me, so that we 

may add you to our database. 



I am not scheduled to write the Ponderings again until October, so I 

would like to take this opportunity to wish you all the very best for the   

remainder of the 2020 harvest farming year and hope that the weather 

improves. 

 

Chris Templar  

Salaried Partner 

Can I thank everybody who attended the market on Saturday and     
kindly agreed to park in the town rather than in the market, in order to 
minimise the upset and delays caused by our limited availability of 
parking.  Your good humour and courtesy is much appreciated.  
 

Alistair Brodie (Chief Car Park Attendant) 



**Best and Final Offers Deadline**  

A deadline of 12 noon Friday 7th February 2020 has been set for  
Best and Finals Offers to be received for the Buildings and Land off 

Ladbroke Road, Bishops Itchington, Warwickshire.  
 

For further Information please contact Grace Millbank (01832 732241 
or grace.millbank@bletsoes.co.uk)  

REPORT FOR SATURDAY 1ST FEBRUARY  
 

91 Store & Breeding Cattle 

An entry of smart cows and bulls from Ted Wootton sold through the ring 

first, topping at £1450 for a Limousin bull and £1370 for a Charolais cow.  

His steers topped at £1250 for a 22 month Charolais and £1200 for a 22 

month Limousin, with others selling to £1180 from £1080, and younger 

sorts at £965. Other steers sold to £840 for a Hereford and a Saler, both 

28 months, from Josh & Linsey Burton, with their heifers selling to £900; 

and Derek Roll sold his Simmental heifers to £905, with others from £790 

to £875.  
 

Nigel & Monica Russell sold two empty Hereford cows, which sold to 

£750 and £700, and an 18 month Hereford x heifer, which made £665;    

PJ Weston sold his 20-25 month Herefords to £780; MV Weston sold 

their yearling Simmental and Charolais heifers to £740; JTG & PA Harris 

sold a South Devon heifer to £750, and two others aged 19 months to 

£400; and J & D Bavington sold an Aberdeen Angus bull, 15 months, to 

£490.  
 

Younger sorts sold to £500 for a bunch of 6 British Blue steers, 7-8 

months, at £500 for P & KF Chapman; and Letchworth Garden City sold 

Hereford heifers, 5-9 months, to £430.  
 

At the moment the entries consist of Liquorice all-sorts, with nothing     

the buyers can purchase a bunch of, to graze for the summer. The trade 

for the quality forward is very good, in comparison to finished beef cattle. 

If you have some to market, bring them to a livestock market, don’t under 

sell your cattle on the farm to save a little commission. Please contact 

Alastair, or any of the team, to book your entries in. We can also visit 

your farm for a FREE pre-sale inspection.  

mailto:grace.millbank@bletsoes.co.uk


NOTICE 
 

To ensure your entries are listed in the Saturday Store Sale Catalogue,  

please book in your stock by 4pm on Friday.   

 

244 Store & Breeding Sheep 

Prices topped at £100 this week, for some big lambs from WG Childs & 

Sons, with others to £97.50; A Pittom saw £87 for her lambs; Angie 

Downing reached £84 for hers; FW Smith & Son saw a return of £83 for 

Kerry x Texel lambs and their Herdwicks sold to £60 and £58 for a ram 

lamb; RA Bounds topped at £82.50; and a ram from D Troisi sold to £93.   
 

Grant Smith saw a top of £74.50 from £64.50; Charlotte Middleton sold 

her last store lambs to £81.50 from £73.50; DW Thompson topped at 

£78.50; Mrs A Smith saw long term lambs sell to £69 from £53; Trustees 

of Heleben Settlement sold their lambs to £78.50; Ian Hudson sold his 

Texel lambs to £74.50 from £62.50; and Richard Houghton with his      

Suffolks sold to £65. 
 

Vendors are coming to the end of their lambs, so please don’t feel            

embarrassed with small and unsightly types, because at the moment     

anything goes. Please contact us with your entries.   
 

8 Goats 

A nice little entry of goats met a very good trade for the quality forward. 

Prices topped at £90 for four Anglo-Nubian wether goats from A Pittom, 

with two other smaller sorts to £52 and £50; and M Wright entered two 

Pygmy goats, which sold to £55 and £50. Plenty of bidders wanting all 

types of goats.  If you have any to market, please contact us.   
 

19 Pigs 

Some long term colourful entries this week, to include - black, copper, 

black and tan made up the entry, with not a shade of white to be seen, 

and none weighing over 25kg.  
 

Prices topped at £15 from £3 for pigs from M Glover; and a pen of pure 

bred black pigs sold to £4 each for E Atkins. If you have some, we have 

the customers for everything.  



ENTRIES FOR SATURDAY 8TH FEBRUARY  
 

CATTLE 
 

A B Spackman - TB4    
1 Aberdeen Angus Stock Bull     
7 Aberdeen Angus Steers                                                       24 Months 
6 Aberdeen Angus Heifers                                                      18 Months 
All By Named Sires  
 

M Glover 
2 Blue x Heifers                                                                         6 Months  
2 Blue x Heifers                                                                   8-10 Months  
1 Angus x Heifer                                                                     12 Months  
1 Hereford x Heifer                                                                  12 Months  
 

J C & J S Helliwell - TB4                                           
12 Limousin Steers                                                            13-15 Months 
Out of Continental Cows                   
 

C E Hancock & Son 
45 Store Cattle                                                                   15-27 Months 
 

S A C Holgate  
25 Store Cattle                                                                   16-27 Months 
 

I S & N K Johnson - TB4 
8 Limousin Steers                                                              20-24 Months 
Good, Strong & Wellbred                                                                          
 

K J Hunt 
7 Continental Heifers                                                              22 Months 
 

E F Wootton & Son - TB4 
10 Store Cattle                                                                        24 Months 
 

 
SHEEP  

 
S H & R S Whinney  
16 Suffolk x Stores  
 

 
CALVES  

 
J E G James  
2 Aberdeen Angus Bulls                                                             4 weeks 
1 Saler Heifer                                                                             4 Weeks   
1 Angus Heifer                                                                            4 weeks 



SALE OF HAY, STRAW & FODDER 
 

Further Entries are required. 
Approximately 20 lots or 3000 bales booked in already 

 
 60 Round Bales of Silage  
 Loading Facilities Available, Suitable for Artics  
 
 40 Bales of 1st Cut Seeds Hay - 120 x 90 x 240 Contains Wheat 
  40 Bales of 1st Cut Seeds Hay - 120 x 90 x 240 Contains Barley 
 
 32 Bales of Hay - 120 x 90, 6 String  
 Situated on a Trailer in The Market for Delivery  
 
  200 Conventional Bales of Sweet Meadow Hay 
 Barn Stored, Loading Facilities Available  
  
 Barley Straw - 120 x 90, 6 String, Approx 480kgs, Barn Stored 
  Wheat Straw - 120 x 90,  6 String, Approx 480kgs, Barn Stored 
 
 400T Fodder Beet 
 Loading Facilities Available, Suitable for Artics    
 
 100T Fodder Beet  
 Barn Stored, Loading Facilities, Suitable for Artics    

FUR, FEATHER & MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS  
 

753 lots sold this month in Thrapston’s Smallholder Sale! The Fur & 

Feather section took a massive increase in terms of quality birds          

entered, with show grade trios and specialist individual birds. The       

sundries section is growing sale on sale, with items including a            

Pregnancy Scanner and a Welsh Dresser. The sale commenced at 9am 

with the order of sale as follows:-  
 

Hatching Eggs - Strong numbers of Goose eggs, considering the       

general shortage of breeding Geese seen countrywide, topping at £1.50 

per egg; lots of a dozen Legbar eggs sold up to £4.20; with a dozen 

Cream Legbars at £4.10; Copper Maran eggs sold to £2.00; and Sussex 

x Welsummer made £1.60. 



Miscellanea Prices 

Ultra Sound/Scanner  £150.00 

Welsh Dresser £44.00 

Tool Box & Stand  £35.00 

Poultry Crate  £22.00 

Stick  £20.50 

2 Tier Rabbit Hutch  £20.00 

Drinkers/Feeders £17.00 

Hanging Basket Stand £10.50 

Shelters £5.50 

Bucket Holders £3.50 

2 Forks  £3.00 

Fur & Feather Prices 

1 Giant Doe+6 Kits  £48.00 

Turkeys  £30.00 

Geese  £27.00 

Blue Light Brahma £26.50 

2 G/ Pig Sows £22.00 

Cockerel  £18.00 

Mottled Pekins  £16.00 

Hatching Eggs Prices 

4 Goose Eggs £6.00 

12 Legbar Eggs £4.20 

6 Speck Sussex £2.10 

Fur - Strong entries in the Fur, with quality prevailing again. Mated    

Guinea Pig sows topped out at £12.00, with boars up to £5.00. Rabbits 

were in high demand as ever this month, seeing Rex bucks up to £8.50 

and Rex does to £7.00. Ferrets topped at £10.00 for a young Jill.      

Highlight on the day saw a Giant doe and 6 young reach £48.00. 
 

Sundries - Keeping on trend, numbers are up! Entries in the shed saw 

class shine through, with handmade sticks at £20.50 and a tool box and 

stand at £35.00. Poultry drinkers/feeders made up to £17.00. Outside 

with the larger items, highlights included an array of plastic poultry crates 

topping at £22.00, hanging basket frames at £10.50 and a Welsh Dresser 

at £44.00. Entry of the day saw an Ultrasound machine, previously used 

to pregnancy scan pets, reach £150.00. 
 

Feather - The large birds sold particularly well this week, as a pair of   

Turkeys sold to £30.00 per bird and a pair of Geese came to £54.00. Old 

English Game pullets started off the sale, coming to £10.50, and this set 

the trend for the day with trade holding strong for the up and coming   

season. Goldline Pullets reached £9.50 and stayed at this for many pens. 

A pair of white Call Ducks came to £23.00, next to a trio of Mottled Pekins 

at £48.00, prices held high seeing another trio of Silkies come to £31.50. 

A strong entry of Cockerels saw the peak at £9.00 per bird. Highlights of 

the day saw a top quality entry of Brahma trios, seeing a trio of Blue 

Lights at £80.00, Columbians and Blue at £52.50 and Gold at £40.50.  



REPORT FOR THURSDAY 30TH JANUARY 
 

670 Prime Lambs, Ewes & Rams  

A cautious entry this week at Thrapston, after last week’s sale, but for the 

brave vendors it paid off, with the SQQ at 215p and an overall average of 

213p, to top at 230p or £122.50. Lambs are looking to be just as dear this 

week, so if you have some, please contact us with your entries.  
 

32 Lights - Topping at £88 for 39kg lambs from Ian Hudson; and £84 for 

38kg lambs from B Currie; with lesser sorts weighing similar, selling to 

£78 and £73, for a pen of Jacob x Texels, also from Ian Hudson.  

 

 

 

253 Mediums - C Wilkinson topped this section with 45kg lambs selling 

to £101; 3 vendors saw £100 for their lambs, to include - Yeldon Growers 

with 44kg lambs; Nick Sansom with 45kg lambs; and Chris Whitehead 

with 43.5kg lambs; Gordon Amos saw £99 for his 45.5kg lambs; along 

with Ian Stancombe with 44kg lambs at the same price; the Corney family 

saw £98.50 for 44kg lambs; and Giles Green sold his 44.5kg and 45kg 

lambs to £97.50. 

 

 

 

206 Heavies - Christina White sold her lambs to £115, which weighed 

52kg; the Corney family saw £110 for their 51kg lambs; Charlie Hughes 

also saw £110 with 49kg lambs and £109 for 50kg lambs; Chris        

Whitehead sold his 49.5kg lambs to top at £109; more from Christina 

White saw 50kg lambs realise £108.50; and SJB Luckett & Son sold their 

49kg lambs to £107.50. 

 

 

NOTICE 
If you would like your stock to be included in the weekly report presale,  

please contact the office before 12 noon on Monday.   

To From Average 

226p £88.00 187p £73.00 211.2p £81.31 

To From Average 

230p £101.00 185p £79.50 215.85 £93.53 

To From Average 

225p £115.00 138p £66.00 214.33p £104.74 



87 Over 52kg - Top of the day saw £122.50 for 59kg lambs from J    

Cookson; closely followed by John Guildford at £121 for a 62.5kg lamb;                   

C Wilkinson sold a 55kg lamb to £116; Christina White saw £114 for 

55kg lambs; Yeldon Growers sold 54kg lambs to £114; and Chris     

Whitehead sold his 52.5kg lambs to £111. 

 

 

 

92 Cull Ewes & Rams 

This week prices topped at £128 for a pen of Suffolks from MK Jones 

(Livestock) Ltd; Greenacres sold Texels to £97; Morgan-Pell Livestock 

saw £95 for their Charollais; Reg Bailey topped at £95 and £87 for       

Suffolks; and Sam Helliwell sold his Texels to £90 from £89. 

The rams went from one extreme to another this week! Fat is not what 

the market wants unfortunately, and really plain sorts have no meat on 

them to market to the consumer. Prices topped at £44 for Rob Paton with 

others at £25; and a Hogg that had just broken its teeth sold to £50; and 

K Reilly saw £34 for a “very good” Easy Care ram.  

To From Average 

211p £122.50 181p £105.00 205.93p £112.64 

FOR SALE  

Crash Barriers for Sale, Selection of Sizes, Packs of 20 
"W" Section 3.4mtr @ £16.00 each, 4.3mtr @ £20.00 each,  

5.3mtr @ £30.00 each. 
Box section @ 4.8mtr long packs of 10 @ £32.00 each. 

All Plus VAT. 
Please call Chris on 07776 184394 Cambs      

To From Average 

£44.00 £25.00 £34.33 

To From Average 

£128.00 £12.00 £72 

FODDER BEET FOR SALE  
Available for Collection or Delivery,  

either Loaded, Loose and Weighed, or Bagged in Builders Bags. 
Contact Tom Middleton 07852 478920. 

Poplar Farm, Holcot, Northampton, NN6 9SW 





NEW PRICE INSTRUCTION 
£400,000 

 
PATCH LODGE FARM, GREAT ADDINGTON,  

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE, NN14 4BH  

FOR SALE BY PRIVATE TREATY  

AS A WHOLE WITH VACANT POSESSION  

 
DESCRIPTION 
A rare opportunity to acquire a secluded smallholding comprising approximately 
15.91 ACRES (6.44 Hectares) of agricultural land with a range of functional 
buildings and planning permission for a 2-bedroom bungalow, subject to an   
agricultural occupancy condition. The property is accessed off Cranford Road 
heading north out of Great Addington via a shared private access track, over 
which the property benefits from a right of way which involves a shared      
maintenance liability.   
 
RESIDENTIAL USE 
Planning Permission was granted on 16th February 2018 (Planning Ref 
17/02380/FUL) for the erection of an agricultural worker’s dwelling to replace the 
existing mobile home used as a temporary agricultural worker’s dwelling at Patch 
Lodge Farm. More specifically, the planning permission allows for the erection of 
a 2-bedroom bungalow with a footprint area of approximately 1,699 ft2. At      
present, the planning permission is unimplemented and would therefore lapse, 
unless implemented prior to 15th February 2021. 
 
BUILDINGS 
Patch Lodge Farm provides a range of functional agricultural buildings, all of 
which have been erected within the last 10 years.. In addition, there is also an 
unimplemented planning permission as a result of a successful Permitted       
Development application, to erect a 60ft x 40ft General Purpose Building;      

consent was obtained on 17th November 2016 (Planning Ref 16/02076PNA), 
and must be implemented within 5-years, otherwise the consent will lapse. 

All enquiries to Daisy Miles  
 daisy.miles@bletsoes.co.uk – 01832 732 241 

mailto:daisy.miles@bletsoes.co.uk





