
October Professional Ponderings 
 

I am back writing the Ponderings after what feels like an eternity, which is no     

surprise when you consider what has happened since I last wrote the            

Ponderings, at the beginning of February.  Since February, the task of writing the 

Ponderings has fallen to many colleagues who have more than risen to the   

challenge. I will try my best to maintain the high standards that have been set, 

but I cannot promise anything! 
 

The year so far has been a strange one. It started well, as the Tories victory in 

the General Election appeared to have a positive impact on the economy, but 

that was perhaps short lived, due to the virus, or rather the precautionary 

measures imposed by our duly elected Government. As a firm, we did our very 

best to continue assisting clients through the ‘lockdown’, and I am proud to say 

that on the whole, and with the assistance of technology, we managed to       

continue providing the high level of service which clients expect of us. Credit 

must also go to clients for their willingness to adapt to the challenging             

circumstances and to adopt new practises. I can recall a number of instances 

where clients of “advanced years’ have been quite content to undertake a   

meeting with me over Zoom. Once again, the agricultural industry has      

demonstrated its ability to adapt. This will hopefully stand the industry in good 

stead for the proposed reduction in subsidies, over the next 7 years.  



Changes are afoot already. We are busy assisting farming clients to look at their 

farming arrangements, resulting in various changes. I have helped a number of 

clients (landowners and tenants alike) take a step back from hands on farming 

and move to contract farming; clients often end up asking why they have not  

taken this decision sooner! Contract farming provides a great deal of flexibility 

and can be extremely tax efficient, if structured accordingly. It also provides an 

opportunity to increase profitability, due to the economy of scale that a          

commercial contractor is able to offer, and the reduction in overheads, such as 

machinery depreciation and running costs.  
 

We have also seen an increase in the number of clients with no direct            

successors, wishing to surrender Agricultural Holding Act tenancies, in return for 

a lump sum payment to allow for retirement. It could be argued that rents are 

easing and land prices have plateaued, reducing the potential uplift available to a 

landlord, however in our experience there is still a substantial premium available 

to the landlord, if he is able to obtain vacant possession of his holding. Early  

advice is key to maximising value.   
 

Back in February, I touched on telephone masts, following the introduction of the 

new ‘Code’. We continue to assist numerous clients who are affected by existing 

and proposed masts. The industry is in stasis. Site operators continue to offer 

substantially reduced rents, and landowners continue to demand rents at existing 

levels of say, £5000 - £6000 per annum. The government still have not           

intervened, on the face of it, this is perhaps not surprising, given what they are 

currently dealing with. However, one of the primary reasons for the new code 

allowing site operators greater powers, was to increase connectivity to high  

quality broadband and mobile phone coverage. With the government once again 

actively encouraging people to work from home, where they can, the need for 

high quality broadband and mobile phone coverage is perhaps greater than ever. 

In recent months, there are been a number of cases decided at the Lands      

Tribunal relating to various issues relating to renewal procedures, the validity of 

notices, but none of these have provided a definitive answer concerning how the 

rent should be assessed. As such, the industry remains in limbo, with neither 

side willing to concede. Whilst the rent is important, there are other equally     

important factors that should be considered, especially if reduced rents are    

accepted, such as access, the ability to move a mast to facilitate development, 

and the impact of exclusion zones. Please contact a member of the Agricultural 

Team, if you are affected by a telephone mast, where the operators are seeking 

changes to the status quo.  



IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

To make banking easier for our clients in these trying times. We would like to 

help you by transferring your money via a bank transfer payment directly into 

your bank, instead of sending you a cheque for you to bank.  
 

Please send your bank account number and sort code to -  
 

Paul Goodwin thrapston@auctionmarts.com or 07753 895716 
 

Michaelmas 2020 (29th September) has been and gone, but ‘New                   

Michaelmas’ (11th October) is fast approaching. This is perhaps pertinent for 

agricultural tenants with 11th October term dates, seeking to reduce rents. Over 

the past few weeks, we have been assisting clients with rent reviews for notices 

served last year, and with serving notices to allow a review next year. For notices 

served last year, we have seen decreases this year, especially those that were 

tendered on the open market and were in excess of £200 per acre.  
 

On the whole, most clients have chosen not to serve notice this year, to allow a 

rent review in Michaelmas 2021, as they believe that the effect of the reduction in 

subsidies will not truly be felt until 2022, at the earliest. I expect to busy serving 

notices next year. If you do have an 11th October term date, and are minded to 

serve notice to review your rent, then do please contact a member of the        

Agricultural Team in good time.  
 

I wanted to finish this month’s Ponderings, by reminding farming clients that the 

greening requirements, under the Basic Payment Scheme, have been removed 

in respect of the 2021 scheme year.  In short, this means you are free to grow 

whatever crops you choose, in whatever areas you choose, and are not required 

to have an ecological focus area on the farm. This should greatly assist Contract 

Farming Arrangements where growing three crops on as little as 75 acres has 

been a real pain. 
 

I am not sure when I am scheduled to write the Ponderings again, so I would like 

to sign off by wishing you all the very best for the Autumn and Winter, and I    

sincerely hope that the weather is not as abysmal as it was last year. 
 

Best wishes  

Christopher Templar - Salaried Partner 

mailto:thrapston@auctionmarts.com


Thrapston Forthcoming Events 
 
 

Saturday 10th October 
Sale of Suckled Calves 

 

& 
 

Farm Dispersal Sale, Broughton, Banbury 
See main advert for further details 

 

Saturday 17th October 
Mid-Month Fur & Feather 

Sale of Breeding Sheep & Rams 
Please forward your entries as soon as possible,  

for cataloguing and advertising purposes. 
 

*** IMPORTANT NOTICE ***  
 

Face coverings are a mandatory requirement, and MUST be worn by all         
customers and other visitors attending indoor areas of our markets. In order to 

communicate effectively not all staff are required to wear face coverings. 

FOR SALE 
 

Isuzu d-max 2.5l utility crew cab, 2014. White, matching truckman canopy,  

full alloyed spare. MOT June, 86,000 miles. Please call 07759 394250 

PRIVATE SALES 
 

  60 Simmental Bulls         Born March –April 2020 
  Pure Bred, 350-400kg+ 
  TB1 
 
  60 Aberdeen Angus & Simmental Steers  Born March –April 2020 
  All out of Pure Bred Simmental Cows, 350kg 
  TB1 
 
  20 Bulling Heifers        14-16 Month 
  9 Hereford  
  6 Aberdeen Angus 
  5 British Blue 
 
  19 Pure Bred & Pedigree Aberdeen Angus Cows with Calves at foot 
  The cows are mainly 1st and 2nd Calvers, the calves are spring born  

tel:07759394250


REPORT FOR THURSDAY 1ST OCTOBER 
 

754 Prime Lambs 

Uncertainty throughout the country this week, with trade coming back             

approximately 10p/kg. Thrapston’s SQQ saw 192.46p/kg, seeing a fall of 8 

pence on the week. All things considered, the trade was strong for the lambs in 

the pens, with quality seeing a short fall along with weight, although the best 

lambs saw a strong trade with pence per kg topping at 218p/kg for 45kg lambs 

from WF Knight & Son or £109 in the lump for 54.5kg Continentals from GA & 

AV Adams.  
 

22 Standards - Lambs topped at £76.50 for the lighter weight lambs, seeing 

38.5kg lambs from NP & MJ Russell; LA Burton were close behind with 39kg 

Texel lambs at £72.50. 

 

 
 

332 Mediums - WF Knight & Son saw the best with 45.5kg lambs coming to £99 

over several pens, for some real smart Texel crosses; SGC Hill pushed the way 

with 45.5kg Suffolk crosses seeing £94.50 for well fleshed lambs; K Millander 

showed some top notch, best shape lambs at 44.5kg seeing £94.  

 

 
 

178 Heavies - Weight and finish are still the way forward at Thrapston, with WG 

Childs & Sons supplying the goods with smart Texel lambs at £105 for 49.5kg 

lambs; WF Knight & Son had more at the top with 52kg lambs seeing £101 and 

46.5kgs at £99; SC Wells had their usual class, with Texels at 46kg seeing £98; 

Corney & Sons pushed on with Continental lambs at £96.50 for 48kgs. 

 

 
 

66 Over 52kg - GA & AV Adams topped the day with a tremendous run of    

Continentals seeing the top at £109 for 54.5kgs; WG Childs & Sons saw £105.50 

for 53kg Texel crosses; Cambridge University Farms pushed on with Suffolks at 

57.5kgs coming to £100. 
 

Lambs are in demand for next sale. Feel free to contact Jake at any point for on 

farm visits or advice. 07487526803 

To From Average 

213p £105.00 172p £83.50 191.9p £91.57 

To From Average 

218p £99.00 168p £67.00 192.8p £82.48 

To From Average 

200p £109.00 174p £95.00 185.5p £100.33 

To From Average 

199p £76.50 173p £60.00 187.3p £71.20 



224 Cull Ewes & Rams 

They keep coming, numbers up again and trade is staying very good too. WHAT 

an entry with 224 forward. A better day this week saw a little more demand, even 

with less first grade sorts entered. Prices sold to £96 for a pen of six Texels from 

J Holmes with other pens at £89.50; D Morgan saw next top price at £94; E Dee 

sold his Continentals to £91.50; Suffolks from Simon Hill sold to £87.50; P & J 

Green sold their Suffolks to £87; AJ Cony & Partners sold their Suffolk to £80; 

RW Spencer & Son sold a Continental ewe to £80; Ross McKelliget sold his two  

Texels to £80; NP & MJ Russell sold their Suffolks to £78. Mules topped at £77 

from £70 for C Stancombe & Son; and other Mules from Christina White sold to 

£72.  

FOR SALE  
 

Crash Barriers for Sale, Selection of Sizes, Packs of 20 

"W" Section 3.4mtr @ £16.00 each, 4.3mtr @ £20.00 each,  

5.3mtr @ £30.00 each. 

Box section @ 4.8mtr long packs of 10 @ £32.00 each. All Plus VAT. 

Please call Chris on 07776 184394 Cambs      

 

FORTHCOMING SPECIAL SALES 

 

Tuesday 6th October 

Stratford Collective Machinery Sale 
 

Saturday 10th October 

Sale of Suckled Calves - Thrapston 
 

& 
 

Farm Dispersal Sale 

Fulling Mill, Broughton, Banbury 
 

Saturday 17th October 

Sale of Breeding Sheep & Rams - Thrapston 

Mid-Month Fur, Feather & Misc - Thrapston 
 

Saturday 24th October 

Sale of Suckled Calves - Thrapston 

To From Average 

£96.00 £10.00 £65.32 



NOTICE 
To ensure your entries are listed in the Saturday Store Sale Catalogue,  

please book in your stock by 4pm on Friday.   

SATURDAY 10TH OCTOBER 
 

CATTLE 
 

T N Thomson - TB4 
1 Pedigree Hereford Bull                   4 Years 
Churchlands Estate 1 RSD 
1 Saler Cow                      8 Years 
Empty 
 
Law Farming - TB4 
2 Empty Saler Cows                    3 Years 
2 Saler Heifers                 20 Months 
 
R Martin 
4 British Blue Heifers               14-15 Months 
5 Aberdeen Angus Heifers                 8 Months 
 
C E Hancock & Son 
26 Quality Store Cattle  15-25 Months 
 
D Daglish 
3 British Frisian Steers              17-18 Months 
 
S A C Holgate 
28 Store Cattle                17-27 Months 

 
BREEDING & STORE SHEEP 

 
S H & R S Whinney 
4 Suffolk Store Lambs 
2 Texel Store Lambs 
2 Feeding Ewes 
 

SATURDAY 17TH OCTOBER 
 

CATTLE 
F & S M Stamper - TB4 
12 Limousin Steers               17-18 Months 
 

CALVES 

A G Burton – TB4 
5 Aberdeen Angus x Bull Calves                 3-7 Weeks 
2 Aberdeen Angus x Heifer Calves 
2 Hereford Heifer Calves 



REPORT FOR SATURDAY 3RD OCTOBER 
 

Store & Breeding Cattle 

Trade much better than we have seen, with a good selection of cattle forward in 

comparison to what we have seen through the summer. Prices topped at £1145 

for a bunch of seven 17 month Limousin steers; Chris White sold his three 18 

month Charolais steers to £1120 from £1080; Fourways Farm entered five smart 

steers which sold to £1050 for a 25 month South Devon, £970 for a 18 month 

Limousin, £945 for a 27 month South Devon and a 15 month Limousin at £920; 

Robert Munns sold three 24 month Aberdeen Angus steers to £1010; Graham 

Tew sold his 18 month Limousin to £860 and £850 with an 8 month Limousin to 

£600; Debbie Daglish sold her three 18 month British Friesian steers to £710 

(she is showing three more this week). Heifers sold to £1000 for two 18 month 

Charolais steers; Graham Tew sold six 19-21 month Simmental heifers to £770; 

J & D Bavington sold two heifers both £570 a 24 month Simmental heifer and a 

22 month Limousin.  
 

More are needed, more buyers are around looking for cattle to winter, sell them 

soon, they might not want as many this year with the straw situation. Contact 

Alastair with your entries.  
 

Store & Breeding Sheep 

Store lambs are getting short, maybe the wet weather will fetch them off farms 

on to the open market, which has been gaining best prices, rather than farm to 

farm, with the high demand and competition in the livestock markets. Long term 

lambs sold to £77.50 for a pen of eight Texels from P Cawley; NP & MJ Russell 

sold two pens to £76 from £73.50; E Sansom & Son sold their Texel x lambs to 

£74 and £70 for a bigger rangier type; Jacquie Millbank sold her entry of thirty to 

£71 to average £64; M Bowden sold his Continental lambs to £69 and two     

Jacobs to £45; Troy Sansom sold a smart pen of Texel x lambs to £69. Ram 

Lambs sold to £101 for a Blue Texel from Alfie Eagle. Shearling Rams sold to 

£80 for a Jacob from M Bowden. Breeding Ewes sold to £80 for a pen of eleven 

broken mouthed ewes from JDW Smith. Feeding Ewes sold to £88 for three 

Charollais from J Cadman, with other Texel x ewes to £85 from £65 to average 

£80.18. 
 

More are needed, demand is still strong, sell them before it gets really wet. 

Please contact us with your entries, so that we can inform potential buyers. 

 



Goats  

17 goats entered this week brought a good crowd of buyers, for some very 

young dairy bred goats on offer, prices sold to £50 on two occasions for        

Redlands Farm Enterprises and smaller sorts sold to £40 for Mark Burke.  
 

Fur & Feather 

A strong day with the weather set against us. The auction was held in the      

covered yard behind the poultry shed and was well received by all buyers. Trade 

on the day was predicted to be sticky, with the end of summer now definitely 

here and the rain in full flow. However, what a day it was! Well over 200 cages of 

Fur & Feather sold, plus the boxed poultry, eggs and sundries. Trade started on 

a high and never came down, with automatic duck feeders (in need of attention) 

at £30 and Galvanised treddle feeders at £11, in the sundries the day started out 

well. Eggs topped at £3 a tray. The fur saw an outstanding trade with mated sow  

guinea pigs at £36 and hobb ferrets at £30. The cages drew some real top class 

with a pair of Carolina ducks coming to £40 per bird! Light Sussex bantams 

topped at £25 per bird and ISA Brown pullets at £10 per bird. Large caged birds 

saw a top of £20 per bird for a trio of Toulouse geese.  
 

Just a reminder for future sales, sundries will continue to be sold at 9.30am and 

then starting at 10am for the; eggs, boxed birds, ferrets, caged birds, rabbits/

guinea pigs and finally the cages.  
 

See you all at the next sale on Saturday 17th October. 





Thrapston Market Report  
2020 Advertising Tariff  

 

Advertising Charges  
 

⅛ Page         £10 Per Week 
¼ Page     £20 Per Week 
½ Page         £30 Per Week 
Full Page    £50 Per Week 

+ VAT 
 

Discounted Rates Available 
 

For further information, or to place and advert,  
please contact Beth Kitchener on 01832 732241 or 

beth.kitchener@bletsoes.co.uk 

 

mailto:beth.kitchener@bletsoes.co.uk



