
AUGUST PROFESSIONAL PONDERINGS 
 

Whilst there is much about the current situation which we find ourselves in that 

appears new and unusual, there are some things that never change. 
 

“We are reforming the planning system and cutting out unnecessary bureaucracy 

to give small business owners the freedom they need to adapt and evolve, and 

to renew our town centres with new enterprises and more housing.” 
 

Sound familiar? This statement came from the Housing Secretary, Robert      

Jenrick, earlier this month and is the latest step by Government to respond to the 

Covid-19 crisis and rebuild our economy. However looking back through some of 

the Ponderings that I have produced in the past, it is clear that this is not a new 

initiative. For as long as I can remember the Planning System has been criticised 

for being a bureaucratic hurdle which delays and hinders development, and   

successive governments have sought to bring in new legislation to speed up the 

process and make it more efficient. Unfortunately, such moves can often have 

the opposite effect initially, as planning authorities and planning professionals   

struggle to come to terms with and implement change, which, in itself, can slow 

the process. 

 



Arguably, greater progress has been made in recent years, as many forms of 

development have been freed from the full rigours of the planning determination 

process and much more development, and particularly changes of use, are now 

considered to be permitted development. Recently announced changes will   

widen the extent of permitted development, and include redevelopment in town 

centre areas and greater rights for householder extensions, which are due to 

come into force in September. These complement existing permitted              

development rights such as the right to change the use of agricultural buildings 

to various different uses, which we have hi-lighted and explained previously. 
 

However even here we continue to find inconsistencies in the way that different 

local authorities deal with these types of development. It is particularly the case 

with agricultural to residential conversions (Class Q) where there still seems to 

be divergence in the way that authorities treat the permissible extent of new   

development works. An understanding of past decisions in a particular local   

authority area can therefore often be an important guide as to how a project 

might be treated. 
 

The Government have also introduced other measures which seek to address 

implications arising from the Covid-19 pandemic. These include extending    

planning permissions which would otherwise lapse within the period running up 

to the end of the year and allowing later compliance up to 1 May 2021. 
 

Boosting housing supply and supporting the housing market also remain high on 

the Government’s agenda and alongside recent changes to Stamp Duty which 

will give a welcome boost to the housing market, new funding streams are being 

made available for affordable housing, brownfield development and smaller 

housing projects. This further reinforces the view that strength in the housing 

market is seen as a key factor in maintaining a strong economy. 
 

Alongside all of the changes, the process of local plan making and local plan 

renewal continues apace. We have already advised you of the current Call for 

Sites exercise which is being undertaken in Bedford Borough and which comes 

to a close this month. Don’t miss the opportunity to register any sites which you 

feel may have potential, as it will be much more difficult to introduce sites at a 

later stage, once the plan has progressed. Other plans across the region are in 

the pipeline, so please keep an eye on our Ponderings, to find out when        

consultations are taking place. 

 



All in all, the Planning and Development Team have been kept very busy over 

the last few months and inevitably the process of promoting sites through the 

planning system is a long term exercise and one that will hopefully not be unduly 

affected by recent events. Although the team remain largely working from home, 

we can be contacted and are available for meetings and site inspections. Whilst 

many of you may be busy with harvest over the coming month, please do get in 

touch with a member of the team if you need any planning and development  

related advice. And…., without wishing to break with tradition, I hope that the 

weather remains fine and delivers a good harvest for you all.  
 

Andrew Middleditch  

Planning & Development 
 

Whilst on the topic of farming, there has been a recent update from DEFRA that 

farmers in England are set to benefit from a reduced administrative burden next 

year, as the government plans to end the need to comply with the greening    

requirements under the Basic Payment Scheme (BPS), which will begin the 

move towards the new Environmental Land Management Scheme. This means 

that BPS applicants in England will no longer be required to comply with the 

Crop Diversification or Ecological Focus Area (EFA) rules with effect from the 

2021 scheme year. These changes will not affect the overall payment received 

by each farmer, as the money will instead be added to farmers’ entitlements  

under the Basic Payment Scheme. The agricultural transition period will last for 

seven years and see Direct Payments to farmers in England phased out, with 

reductions starting in 2021 and replaced with the new Environmental Land   

Management Scheme, expected to be started to be rolled out in late 2024. We 

will keep you updated with further changes going forward. 
 

Verity Garlick 

Agricultural 

THRAPSTON FATSTOCK SHOW 2020 - CANCELLED 
 

Unfortunately after a full discussion it has reluctantly been decided by the 

committee not to run a sub-standard, half effort show, which is at risk of being 

cancelled late on, under the Covid-19 restrictions, affecting stockmen who by 

that time will have spent considerable time and expense preparing their stock.  



REPORT FOR THURSDAY 30TH JULY 
 

What a week at Thrapston and what we didn’t sell, wouldn’t be worth mentioning, 

the usual Cattle and Sheep along with the Fur & Feather Sale to the Collective 

Implement Sale and to finish the week a Furniture Sale. Sales from 50p to 

£17,500. Just demonstrating that the Bletsoes Auctioneers are very capable in 

all aspects of any type of sale. 
 

Extra Sales to come this week with 2200 Store Sheep at Stratford on      

Wednesday and then a Dispersal Sale of 130 Goats at Thrapston on Saturday, 

which makes for another busy week with the usual Tuesday, Thursday & Satur-

day sales taking place as well.   

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2020 
 

Wednesday 5th August  

 Stratford Field Sale of Store Lambs 
 

Saturday 8th August 

Dispersal Sale of Dairy Goats 

*** Catalogue Available Online Now *** 
 

Saturday 15th August 

Mid-Month Fur, Feather & Misc 

All cage reservations to be booked by 4pm, Friday 14th August 
 

*** IMPORTANT NOTICE *** 
 

The LAA guidance is that all Market users are to wear a suitable face         

covering. In order to communicate effectively not all staff are required to wear 

face coverings. Appropriate social distancing should continue to be observed.  

 

Our Sales are Subject to Inspection.  

Please adhere to all rules & regulations regarding the running of our auction sales to 

ensure we can keep them operating. Keep your distance, Please wash your 

hands. Spaces have been marked in the rings for buyers 
 

Marketing Tip of the Year 
 

If it’s not in the shop window, how do buyers know it’s for sale? 
If they can’t see, or haven’t heard about it, they probably won’t buy it. 



1344 Prime Sheep 

A surprisingly good trade as the talk had suggested that the processors were 

concentrating on the festival weekend. But a great result was had with an      

average of 211p and a great entry. Even the Cull Ewes sold to £126. Trade 

looks like it’s going to stay, though processors say not, sell live and let them 

come to the markets instead of letting them dictate their own price.  
 

54 Standards – Prices reached £81.50 for a pen of 39kg lambs from B Howkins 

& Sons; J Thompson realised £80 for 39kg lambs; and £80 was realised for a 

pen of 35kg lambs from Merrick & Julie Pinny, which topped the pence per kilo 

for the section at 229p; Reynolds Farmers Ltd saw £79 for their 38kg Suffolks; 

Douglas & Charlie Tomkins sold 37.5kg lambs to £76; and Will Needham saw 

£76 for his 37kg lambs. 

 

 

 

949 Mediums – Reg Bailey topped this section per head at £105 for 45.5kg 

lambs; WF Knight & Son saw £100 for their 44kg lambs; John Smith sold his 

45.5kg lambs to £99; Will Needham sold a pen of 45kg lambs to £99; Ann     

Wilson saw her 44.5kg lambs to £98.50; F & SM Stamper sold their 44kg Texels 

to £98; and matching that price with 45.5kg lambs for Stuart Fraser; Raveley 

Fen Farms LLP sold a pen of 21 to gross over £2000 at £96 for 45.5kg lambs. 

Top price per kilo went to F & SM Stamper at 235p for 40.5kg Beltex lambs; with 

Reg Bailey and WF Knight & Son also selling their lambs to over 230p. 

 

 

 

323 Heavies – John Smith topped this weight category with his heavy lambs at 

£116 or 239p and £115 weighing 48.5kg and 49kg with his Suffolks to £111 

weighing 51kg; Tom Hinch saw his 49kg Texel lambs sell to £107.50; Chris 

Whitehead saw £106.50 for his 49kg lambs; C Cassie sold his 51kg lambs to 

£104; Raveley Fen Farms LLP sold their 49.5kg lambs to £103; and Gordon & 

Harry Amos saw £103 & £102.50 for their 48kg & 49kg lambs. 

To From Average 

239p £116.00 196p £90.00 209.8p £99.36 

To From Average 

235p £105.00 184p £77.50 211.4p £89.62 

To From Average 

229p £81.50 203p £73.50 209.3p £77.58 



FOR SALE  
 

Crash Barriers for Sale, Selection of Sizes, Packs of 20 

"W" Section 3.4mtr @ £16.00 each, 4.3mtr @ £20.00 each,  

5.3mtr @ £30.00 each. 

Box section @ 4.8mtr long packs of 10 @ £32.00 each. All Plus VAT. 

Please call Chris on 07776 184394 Cambs      

To From Average 

211p £120.00 173p £107.00 205.6p £111.94 

To From Average 

£126.00 £43.00 £71.22 

18 Over 52kg – Top price of the day went to John Smith with a 57.5kg lambs at 

£120; J Pringle sold his 56kg Suffolks to £114; Mark Arrowsmith sold his 52.5kg 

Suffolks to £111; Raveley Fen Farms LLP sold a 62.5kg lambs to £108; and 

Charlotte Middleton realised £107 for her 55kg lamb.  

 

 

 

163 Cull Ewes & Rams 

It had been thought that all the buyers had bought up in preparation for the    

Festival, but it looked like a little last minute panic buying helped the prices, and 

this looks good for the coming months, as so many ewes have been on the   

market in such a short time. Prices reached £126 for a Texel from John Gowling 

& Sons, with one other to £115; Suffolks sold to £108.50 for MK Jones and their 

others to £98; WF Knight & Son saw their pen of nine Texels sell for £93 and 

£92; George Thompson Farms Ltd sold Texel ewes to £91.50; and Merrick & 

Julie Pinny sold their Suffolk to £90.  
 

Please contact us with your entries for the coming week, let’s hope the trade is 

as good.  

WANTED - PYGMY GOATS & SHETLAND RAMS  
 

Looking to purchase up to five purebred Pygmy females for breeding,  

ideally 1 year old and one unrelated Pygmy male. 
 

Also required - 2 Shetland Rams, ideally shearlings 
 

Please contact Rob - 07721 671153 



NOTICE 
To ensure your entries are listed in the Saturday Store Sale Catalogue,  

please book in your stock by 4pm on Friday.   

Collective Machinery & Equipment Sale 
 

A very successful first sale since last year at the collective sale. Prices topped at 

£17,500 for a 6 year old KUBOTA Tractor. Over 600 lots went under the hammer 

with very few being unsold. Our next Sale is on Friday 25
th
 September, don’t  

forget to enter your items for advertising purposes, we can sell anything, but the 

buyers need to know what’s in the sale. 
 

We find it frustrating when vendors have saleable items but surprise everyone on 

the day by bringing lots and expect the right buyers to be at the sale. If you want 

to sell things well, buyers need to know what is at the sale, before the sale day 

preferably with a picture in the catalogue, weeks before the sale. We will be 

pleased to advertise your items so that they are sold to your best advantage. 
 

Top Prices 

2014 KUBOTA B8560 Tractor  £17,500 

1976 FORD 6610 Tractor   £7,100 

12Ton Tipping Trailer    £3,900  

1973 FORD 4600 Tractor   £3,500 

1956 FORDSON Major Tractor £2,000 

FERRARI Compact Tractor   £950 

NUFFIELD Tractor     £950 

PTO Saw Bench      £850 

STIGA Mower (Spares)    £820 

Double Axle Tipping Trailer   £780 

8 section Ritchie Cattle Pen  £552 

Circular Sheep Handling Pen  £440 

Hay Bob        £410 

Ifor Williams Stock Trailer   £410 

Citroen Berlingo Saloon Car  £400 

Caravan        £400 

Compact Tractor Flail Topper  £380 

SULKY Fertiliser Spreader   £380 

Twin Drum Mower     £380 

4’ Topper         £290 



SATURDAY 8TH AUGUST 
 

CATTLE 
S A C Holgate 
25 Store Cattle                  15-25 Months 
 

C E Hancock & Son 
28 Quality Store Cattle   16-26 Months 
 

T M Beesley - TB4 
5 British Blue Steers                    19 Months  
2 Limousin Steers                     19 Months  
1 Limousin Bull                     19 Months  
6 Aberdeen Angus Steers (2 Registered Sires)        19-27 Months  
All Suckler Bred  

 

SHEEP 
 

T M Beesley - TB4 
25 Beltex x Store Lambs  

 
PIGS 

 
P Brick 
2 KuneKune x Boars      9 Weeks 

 

SATURDAY 15TH AUGUST 
 

HORSES 
 

L Owers 
3 Pedigree Miniature Shetland Yearling Colts  
1 Skewbald, 1 Palomino & White, 1 Chestnut Roan  

*** DON’T FORGET, THIS SATURDAY *** 
 

Saturday 8th August at 12 noon at Thrapston Livestock Market 
 

A Complete Dispersal Sale of 130 Dairy Goats 
 

Comprising of 43 Milking Dairy Goats, 4 Breeding Billies 4-6 Years,  

27 Females 2-4 Years, 19 Yearling Females & 37 Female kids born this year. 
 

On behalf of Neneview Dairy 

(The sale is due to them ceasing Cheese production and retiring from the business) 
 

A Complete Dispersal Sale of their Milking Parlour and Dairy & Cheese  

Making Equipment will be held on Saturday 26th September 
 

For enquiries please contact Alastair Brown  

or visit the website for a catalogue. 



REPORT FOR SATURDAY 1ST AUGUST 
 

Store, Breeding & Feeding Sheep 

Store Lambs 

Selling to £94 for some near finished Texels from M & M Hutton; FW Smith & 

Son saw their five Suffolks sell for £92, and a Charollais for £88, with smaller 

Charollais to £80; Letchworth Garden City matched this price with their         

Charollais; Richard Houghton entered their usual good Suffolk stores which sold 

to £77.50; S Thomas saw his Texels sell to £74.50 and £71.50. Store Lambs 

averaged £76.63 with nothing under £65.50. 
 

Feeding Ewes 

A better entry this week with vendors taking full advantage of farmer buyers  

looking for something to graze the grass. Selling to £100 for a smart Texel from 

S Thomas. Mules sold to £72 with other lesser types at £59 and £46 from JD & 

JA Miles & Sons, who also entered a pair of Texels which sold to £70 and other 

chancy feeders at £33 and £36. 
 

Goats 

R & H Nicholls entered another batch of goats this week, a fair bit younger than 

last week’s entry with a pair of Boer x wethers selling to £58 and dairy bred 

Saanen wethers to £34. 
 

Pigs  

Great demand on pigs saw 12-15kg pigs sell to £34 for four white Pietrain pigs 

and five darker marked pigs sell to £26.50 for B Burrows. Two Kune Kune pigs 

entered by A Nelson sold for £32 each. If you have any, we have plenty of     

buyers for all types.  
 

Store & Breeding Cattle 

First in the ring an 8 year old Limousin x cow which sold to £840. Next forward a 

good bunch of 16 month Hereford steers from Nick Webb which sold to £770 

and a 14 month British Blue steer which sold to £710; other cattle on offer sold to 

£930 for a pair of 19 month Charolais steers, £795 for four 13 month Charolais 

steers, other Hereford steers 14 months sold to £750. A mixed entry of Holstein 

and Dairy bred stores sold to £735 for a 13 month Danish Red. Heifers sold to 

£925 for three 25 month Aberdeen Angus.  
 

More cattle are desperately needed. We have the buyers, if you bring the cattle. 

If you have some to sell, don’t miss the excellent trade at the moment, as it 

doesn’t look like it’s going to get any better. A sniff of a lockdown and restaurants 

and the fast food diners won’t be requiring any beef for their burgers.  



Fur & Feather  

The first start of month Fur & Feather market, for some time was back to full 

swing, seeing 869 lots sold. Hatching eggs, boxed poultry, rabbits & guinea pigs, 

sundries and large fowl were all on offer with every cage full. Please pre book for 

the next sale to avoid disappointment, as we work towards getting additional 

penning. The next sale is on Saturday 15th August. 
 

Highlights of the day saw a trio of White Silkies sell for £126.00, Frizzle hens at 

£16 per bird, POL Hybrid pullets (laying green eggs) sold to £16 per bird and 

Silver Pheasants at £20 per bird. Boxed poultry topped at £60 for a box of four 

goslings with four Silver Appleyard ducklings at £22 and a pair of Mookee      

pigeons at £24. Caged birds topped with zebra finches at £45. Strong demand 

for rabbits, with does topping at £15.50 and bucks at £10. Guinea pig boars sold 

for £9.  
 

Please can we remind everyone to maintain social distancing when attending, 

this is a business and not a social gathering. Viewing of the lots is up to 9.45am, 

after this time there is no admittance into the poultry building. 
 

Furniture Dispersal Sale 

AND the final Sale of the week, we held a dispersal sale from a farmhouse on 

behalf of Ms Langley of Old Weston. Some old and modern pieces of Furniture, 

Collectables, China Tea Sets, Ornaments and the usual household goods came 

under the hammer.  
 

Some Prices Achieved 

Wooden Sideboard      £60 

Pine Set of Drawers      £60 

Copper Urn        £44 

Trunk          £42 

Wooden Display Cabinet    £40 

A Pair of Glass Mantel Ornaments  £38 

Pine Chest        £32 

Wooden Chest       £28 

Copper Coal Bucket      £23 

Small Wooden Chair     £20 

Tin Hat Box        £20 



NOTICE 
 

If you would like your stock to be included in the weekly report presale,  

please contact the office before 12 noon on Monday.   

 

SALE OF BREEDING SHEEP, STORE LAMBS & RAMS 

 

Wednesday 26th August at 11.00am 
 

*** Entry Forms Available Now *** 
 

Please forward your entries by Saturday 15th August  

to be included in the catalogue and for lotting & penning purposes 
 

For further information contact the Market Team 

 

FORTHCOMING SPECIAL SALES 

 

Wednesday 16th September 

Sale of Breeding Sheep & Rams - Stratford 
 

Wednesday 23rd September 

Sale of Breeding Sheep & Rams - Thrapston 
 

Friday 25th September 

Thrapston Collective Machinery & Equipment Sale 
 

Saturday 26th September 

Dispersal Sale of Milking Parlour, Dairy & Cheese Making Equipment 

Redlands Farm, Northamptonshire 

FARM DISPERSAL SALE 
 

Saturday 29th August at 10.30am 
 

On behalf of T J Freer 

Rothwell, Northamptonshire 
 

To Include: Vintage Machinery & Logging Equipment 
 

Catalogue Available Soon 
 

For Further information contact Alastair Brown - 07885 804450 



FOR SALE 
 

2 Year Old Polled Devon Bulls 

TB4, Homebred from a Prize Winning Herd 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact Gavin Hunter on 07715 035555 

www.tilbrookgrange.co.uk 

https://www.tilbrookgrange.co.uk/


LAND OFF BARNACK ROAD, BAINTON FOR SALE AS A WHOLE  

*** BEST & FINAL OFFERS - FRIDAY 7TH AUGUST - 12NOON *** 
 

2.96 acres (1.19 hectares) of Permanent Pasture  

on the outskirts of Bainton, near Stamford.  

 

 

 

 

Guide Price £39,500. 

 

 

 

 

Please contact Grace Millbank  
 

grace.millbank@bletsoes.co.uk  
  

01832 732241 

 

 

ARABLE LAND OFF WALGRAVE ROAD, HANNINGTON,  

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
 

Guide Price: £100,000 
 

Approximately 11.36 acres (4.60 ha) of Arable Land. 

An opportunity to acquire an arable field in rural Northamptonshire,  

which benefits from good access via a hardcore track off Walgrave Road. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

For more information please contact verity.garlick@bletsoes.co.uk 

mailto:grace.millbank@bletsoes.co.uk
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