
November Ponderings 
 

Doesn’t time fly! It is over a year since my last Ponderings and it is useful to look 

back and see how things have changed over that period. When I last reported in 

August 2020 we were on the dawn of a new era, with planning reform promising 

to make the system “more efficient, effective and equitable” and heralded by the 

Prime Minister saying “So let’s do better. Let’s make the system work for all of 

us. And let’s take big, bold steps so that we in this country can finally build the 

homes we all need and the future we all want to see.” Well, that didn’t last long 

did it! Robert Jenrick, the then Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and 

Local Government is no longer in post, being replaced by Michael Gove as the 

newly named Secretary of State for  Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, 

and the Prime Minister has now pronounced in  his  Conference  Speech “Build  

back  beaver  and  though  the  beavers may sometimes build without local    

authority permission you can also see how much room there is to build the 

homes that young families need in this country not on green fields not just 

jammed in the south east but beautiful homes on brownfield sites in places 

where homes make sense.” Well that will be interesting to see where all of the  

brownfield land is going to come from to build the 300,000 houses a year that the 

government say are needed. 



Needless to say, the promised planning reform is now under review and will   

presumably have to be watered down to appease some of the Tory Heartland 

constituencies. But has much actually changed in the last year? The planning 

process remains frustrating slow. It is often difficult to speak directly to planning 

officers to discuss proposals, with some authorities abandoning pre-application 

enquiries because of resource issues. The process of decision making is also 

dependent upon the speed and quality of the consultation process which also 

seems to be suffering post-Covid complications. All in all, it remains as          

challenging, if not more challenging, to navigate the planning system as it always 

has. Some sites can be more challenging than others to develop, such as  

brownfield sites and this suggests to me that there will still be a role for       

greenfield development if we are to deliver the development that is needed to 

recover the economy. 
 

The inertia of the planning system, in turn has implications for the delivery of  

consented sites and this is something which has conversely ensured that the 

market for consented land has remained strong throughout the last year, with a 

relative dearth of good quality development sites coming forward. House builders 

and developers keen to secure a pipeline of projects for the coming years are 

competing strongly for the best opportunities. Bletsoes has recently successfully 

sold a 7.88 acre site consented for up to 50 residential dwellings in Roxton,   

Bedfordshire, with price and competition both exceeding expectations. Contracts 

were exchanged in a timely manner ahead of the Chancellor’s Autumn        

Statement, amid concerns of possible changes to Capital Taxation. There is also 

evidence of speculative demand for land with future development potential and 

Bletsoes have been involved in a number of privately negotiated deals, which 

have enabled clients to achieve aspirations which would otherwise have been 

inconceivable. 
 

There is clearly potential for turbulence in the near future, and concerns that the 

type of deals that are being achieved at present may be short lived, but for the 

time being, and despite the unseasonal analogy, it is a case of make hay whilst 

the sun shines, and look for opportunities when they arise. Do not hesitate to get 

in touch with the Planning and Development Team here at Bletsoes, if you would 

like us to appraise the opportunities on your farm and associated with property 

you own. 
 

Andrew Middleditch - Planning & Development 

Salaried Partner 
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Advertising Charges  
 

⅛ Page         £10 Per Week 
¼ Page     £20 Per Week 
½ Page         £30 Per Week 
Full Page    £50 Per Week 

+ VAT 
 

Discounted Rates Available 
 

For further information,  
or to place and advert,  

please contact Beth Kitchener  
on 01832 732241 or beth.kitchener@bletsoes.co.uk 

Stratford Forthcoming Events 
 

Tuesday 9th November 

Prime, Cull & Store Sheep - 10.30am 

Fur & Feather, Produce & Misc - 10.00am 

 

Tuesday 16th November 

Prime, Cull & Store Sheep - 10.30am 

Fur & Feather, Produce & Misc - 10.00am 

 

Friday 19th November 
Dispersal Sale - Peterborough  
See main advert for more information 

 
For further information regarding any of the sales 

please contact the Market Team 

mailto:beth.kitchener@bletsoes.co.uk


REPORT FOR TUESDAY 2ND NOVEMBER 
 

A great day with nearly 800 sheep forward this week, it was good to see a few 

more new vendors in the market today, who witnessed prices even better this 

week with Lambs selling to £147.50 or 260p. Cull Ewes sold to £120 and 360 

Store Lambs sold to £89. We would be pleased to see more new customers in 

the market, so spread the word.  
 

208 Prime Sheep 

52 Standards – Top price of the day went to a pair of 36kg Beltex lambs from    

H Smith & Sons at 260p or £93.60; A Berks sold 35.5kg lambs to 241p; RC & J 

Mann sold 38kg lambs to 241p; T Young sold 38.5kg lambs to 240p; DH & BD 

Minett sold 38.5kg lambs at 239.5p; Lambs End Ltd sold 38kg lambs to 239p; 

and E Taylor sold their 37.5kg lambs to 238p. Top price per head, £93.60 for H 

Smith & Sons; £93.02 for Lambs End Ltd; £92.40 for T Young; and £92.21 for 

DH & BD Minett. 

 

 

 

93 Mediums – W Bartlett & Son sold 41.5kg lambs to 254p; R Hall & Sons sold 

43.5kg lambs to 246p; P Smith sold 45kg lambs to 245.5p. A Texel weighing 

44kg from A North & Sons sold to 245p; 45kg Suffolks from TJ Hyatt also sold to 

245p and at the same price for lighter lambs from T Young weighing 41.5kg; RC 

& J Mann saw 43.5kg lambs to 242.5p; and Crowleys Farm Partnership sold 

their 42kg lambs to 241p and 45kg lambs to 240p. Top Price Per Head, £110.48 

for P Smith; £110.25 for TJ Hyatt; £108 for Crowleys Farm Partnership and 

£107.80 for A North & Sons. 

 

 

 

59 Heavies – A North & Sons topped this section pence per kilo with 46.5kg 

lambs selling to 257p; WS Gabb Ltd sold 52kg lambs to 252p and at the same 

price A North & Sons with lambs weighing 49kg; R Hall & Sons sold 48.5kg   

Suffolks to 245p; TJ Hyatt sold 46kg lambs to 244.5p; and JE Lea & Son sold a 

pen of fifteen 46.5kg lambs to 238p. Top Price Per Head, £131.04 for WS Gabb 

Ltd and £123.48 and £119.51 for A North & Sons. 

To From Average 

254p £110.48 237.5p £94.80 242.2p £103.13 

To From Average 

260p £93.60 235p £84.60 240.3p £91.14 

To From Average 

257p £131.04 238p £110.67 244.7p £114.88 



4 Over 52kg – Top price of the day per head went to WS Gabb Ltd with a 59kg 

lamb at £147.50 or 250p; A North & Sons sold a 62kg lamb to £142.60 or 230p; 

T Young sold a 53kg lamb to £128.26 or 242p; and R Hall & Sons sold a 55kg 

lamb to £128.15 or 233p. 

 

 

 

360 Store Lambs 

Another great show of store lambs this week, with an entry of 360 forward which 

sold to £89 for H Smith & Sons and RC & J Mann; J Wiggins sold a pen of 23 

lambs to £85 and was matched with a pen of 20 from Townend Farms; DH & BD 

Minett sold theirs to £83; A Berks realised £82.50 for his lambs; AR & PR 

Whitmill sold Suffolks to £82; N & LC Holdsworth sold a pen of forteen lambs to 

£79.50; and DC Wiggins sold a pen of 22 lambs to £79. 

 

 

 

223 Cull Ewes & Rams 

An entry of over 220 forward this week saw another extremely strong trade for all 

types. Prices topped at £120 for a ram from K & M Farming Partnership; with  

others to £110 for W Bartlett & Son; and £100 for JR Bacon; with others at £91 

and £89 for PG Kane. Ewes sold to £100 for T Young; Mules from Crowleys 

Farm Partnership sold to £96 and £93.50; G & R Duckett sold their Mules to £93; 

WS Gabb Ltd sold Mules to £92.50. Wethers sold to £91.50 for S Carlton;     

Hadley Farms Ltd sold ewes to £89.50; and AR & PR Whitmill sold Mules to 

£88.50. 

To From Average 

250p £147.50 230p £128.15 238.7p £136.63 

To From Average 

£120.00 £10.00 £77.90 

To From Average 

£89.00 £40.00 £77.53 

 

All the team at Bletsoes would like to wish Pete 

Smith, a speedy recovery from his accident.  

Pete’s sheep entries this week sold on a very 

good trade, and we look forward for instructions to 

purchase him some store lambs as replacements. 



Click the link to view our Stratford Facebook page for further  

up to date information about our sales pre and post sale.  

https://www.facebook.com/StratfordLivestockMarket/ 

Plants & Shrubs, Produce, Hatching Eggs, Fur & Feather, Sundries 

Plants - A smart trade again this week, logs kicked the day off with bags selling 

to £5, pansies topped the day at 25p a pot, violas came to £1.70 a tray, pots of 

cyclamens at £1.80.  
 

Produce - Another fantastic range with sweet peppers, spring onions, cabbages, 

beetroot, boxes of apples, pickled onions, marmalade, jams, potatoes, assorted 

veg, satsumas, oranges, lemons, pomegranate, courgettes, cauliflowers. A    

welcome return of duck and pheasant braces with dressed birds also forward.  
 

Hatching Eggs - Trays of hen eggs topped to £2.80 with a dozen quail eggs 

reaching £1.40. 
 

Fur & Feather - Appenzeller hens set the trade with pullets at £4 per bird, Maran 

hybrids sold to £5 per bird, guinea fowls topped at £4 per bird. Smaller entry of 

rabbits with does topping at £14.  
 

Sundries - A fantastic day of quality, a car trailer with caged sides kicked off at 

£280, a smart showing of genuine hire equipment saw Stihl chainsaws top to 

£62, with plenty forward. Land Rover wheels sold to £14, pillar drill to £20, a 

brass fire surround sold to £20, horse equipment saw mixed entries selling to 

£10. A selection of decent tools saw generators at £40, compressors to £40 and 

a Honda powered water pump at £90. 

https://www.facebook.com/StratfordLivestockMarket/













