	Know your NVZs


Farmers and Landowners will need to understand the new requirements for the management of manures and application of fertiliser. 
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The vast majority of land in the East Midlands was designated with Nitrate Vulnerable Zone status from January 2008, creating more requirements for farmers to comply with. Land given NVZ status before January 2008 was effected by new guidelines from 1st January 2009 where as areas designated after January 2008 will not be effected until 1st January 2010. 

It is the occupier of the land that is responsible for complying with the regulations, not just the owner.

To find out whether your farm is within a designated Nitrate vulnerable Zone DEFRA have published an interactive map on their website.

Requirements

Farmers and landowners will be affected through the use of statutory management requirements, which if not complied with will result in the loss of SPS payments. Key areas to be effected on farms are:

· Storage of organic manures.

· Nitrogen use.

· Crop Nitrogen requirement limit.

· Closed spreading periods for organic manures.

· Closed spreading periods for manufactured nitrogen fertilisers.

· Keeping nitrogen out of surface waters.

· Field application techniques.

DEFRA have published guideline booklets on each requirement available online at www.defra.gov.uk.

The requirements will be enforced through The Environment Agency and farm inspections will take place throughout the year.

Guidelines

DEFRA have produced a calendar of expected deadlines and guidelines. The basics of which are set out below. 

	
	Existing NVZs (pre January 2008)
	New NVZs (post January 2008)

	1st Jan 2010
	· Must have a completed risk map
	· Must have records of livestock on farm and Nitrogen applications.

· Must have a completed risk map.

	30 April 2010
	· Records relating to livestock on farm.

· Calculated amount of nitrogen produced on farm.
	· Must have recorded the size of the farm

· Calculated and recorded manure storage capacity on farm.

	1 January 2012 
	Latest date to comply with;

• the minimum manure storage capacity requirements;

• closed periods for organic manures with high readily available N;  and

• the prohibition on slurry spreading equipment with a high trajectory. 

The nitrogen max limit for grass also falls to 300 kg N/ha and the nitrogen efficiency figures for livestock manure increase.


Some key dates for the normal year:

Closed Spreading Periods for Organic manures

	Grassland 


	Tillage land

	Sandy or shallow
	soils All other soils 
	Sandy or shallow soils 
	All other soils

	1 Sep – 31 Dec
	15 Oct – 15 Jan 
	1 Aug – 31 Dec
	1 Oct – 15 Jan


Closed Spreading periods for manufactured Nitrogen Fertiliser

	Grassland 
	Tillage land

	15 Sep – 15 Jan
	1 Sep – 15 Jan


Go to www.defra.gov.uk for a more in-depth calendar or deadlines.

Please contact the Agricultural Team for advice on NVZs on your farm.
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